North Weald Airfield

NORTH WEALD AIRFIELD
STRATEGIC MASTERPLAN

Consultation Report
February 2021

2

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Consultation Report

Table of Contents

3

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Consultation Report

Foreword from Nick Dawe, Epping Forest District Council
Dear resident,

Foreword from Nick Dawe, Epping Forest District Council

3

CHAPTER 1 Executive Summary

4

1.1 Introduction6
1.2 Events and Involvement to date
7
1.3 Headline Feedback from Consultation 
8
1.4 Next Steps in Developing the Strategic Masterplan 
12

CHAPTER 2 Context

16

2.1 What is a Strategic Masterplan? 
2.2 Why is This Happening?
2.3 Is This a Planning Application for Development? 
2.4 Who is Involved? 
2.5 Purpose of this Report

18
19
20
20
21

CHAPTER 3 Detailed Consultation Findings
3.1 Feedback from Public Consultation
3.2 Feedback from Stakeholder Meetings 

CHAPTER 4 Detailed Responses to Consultation
4.1 Tracking Feedback and Responses 

CHAPTER 5 Next Steps
5.1 What Happens Next? 
5.2 Stay in Touch with Us 

CHAPTER 6 Appendices

22
24
47

50
52

56
58
61

62

6.1 Engagement Process
64
6.2 Stakeholder Mapping68
6.3 Local Demographics and Consultation Participation 
71
6.4 Communication and Promotion 
73
6.5 Engagement Events and Tools 
77

North Weald Airfield is a 150ha site currently used for general aviation and commercial
purposes, as well as hosting a programme of outdoor events and leisure uses. North Weald
Airfield is the Council’s largest land asset, and the Council has been seeking to explore the
potential of the site for a number of years. Land at North Weald Airfield has been identified
in the Council’s Local Plan Submission Version (2017) as a Strategic Employment site. 40.8
ha of land at the airfield is specifically identified as a strategic employment site, allocated for
approximately 10 hectares of business, industrial and storage development. This employment
land to the east of the main runway is the area that the project team has been investigating,
and for which an emerging Strategic Masterplan was shared with the public in November 2020.
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to be a part of the consultation over the past few
months. Your involvement and input have been crucial in developing a deeper understanding of
the people that live and work here. Every piece of feedback has been reviewed and considered
by the team. We recognise themes emerging from the engagement and will seek to reflect
these. In sharing your ideas and knowledge, your comments will help inform the Strategic
Masterplan ahead of submission to the Council’s Cabinet.
The North Weald Airfield Strategic Employment Site Masterplan is an opportunity, to deliver
employment for the next generation that reflects more modern and sustainable ways of
working that will blend the important local history of the airfield, village and surrounding
countryside, and combine it with significant new local employment, sustainable transport
and entrepreneurial activities orientated to new technology. In doing so it will make the best
possible use of the airfield land for both producing clean energy, managing water and drainage
sustainably and enhancing the natural environment for all to enjoy.
Epping Forest District Council wants development of the employment land to support
continuation of the existing airfield operations and further development of the airfield
including maintaining its runway, control tower and weather station facilities, providing
appropriate hangarage and other engineering facilities and bringing forward heritage and
museum developments that fully reflects the airfields history and importance to the village.
Whilst we look ahead to submitting the Strategic Masterplan to Cabinet in 2021, we will
continue to listen, learn and involve you. If endorsed by the Cabinet, a formal public
consultation will take place on the Strategic Masterplan before being approved as a material
planning consideration to guide future development.
Many of your suggestions are already being addressed, including the commissioning of
studies that will provide the evidence needed to guide decision making. Our interests are your
interests and we fully intend to be transparent, share information and goals.
Thank you,
Nick Dawe
Chief Operating Officer at Epping Forest District Council
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CHAPTER 1
Executive Summary
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We would like to thank everyone who has taken
part in this consultation. Your feedback and input
are greatly valued. We look forward to engaging
with you further in developing the Strategic
Masterplan.

1,26

• Provide a continual feedback loop with
the community

Findings from consultation will help inform the
next steps in the development of the Strategic
Masterplan, which will be further consulted upon
through a formal six-week statutory consultation
period in summer 2021.
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• Collect and share feedback from
consultation with the project team
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• Be inclusive and accessible when
engaging during the COVID-19 pandemic

During this stage of consultation, over 120
individuals were engaged with and provided
feedback through the consultation process.
Please refer to the Appendices A for details of the
consultation process and timeline of events.
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• Gather aspirations and understand the
views of the local community
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• Understand the history and local identity
of North Weald Airfield
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• Build relationships with key stakeholders
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Soundings, a community engagement
consultancy, has been appointed by Epping Forest
District Council to carry out public consultation to

• Inform local communities of the North
Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan
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The Strategic Masterplan will make clear how
it has been informed by appropriate, effective
engagement and consultation with elected
Members, stakeholders, the local community and
the Quality Review Panel.

• Raise awareness of the project
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The Strategic Masterplan will set out guidelines
and development parameters to guide how and
what type of development should come forward
on the site through planning applications; the
Strategic Masterplan includes means of access,
design typology and landscaping — all within
the known site constraints and restrictions
applied by the adjacent airfield operations. The
Strategic Masterplan will also set out high-level
phasing proposals and how the development
should be delivered as part of any future planning
applications.

The aims of the engagement process are to:

Event information was circulated to over 3,000
local residents and businesses via printed flyers
which were hand-delivered to all addresses
in the North Weald Bassett Parish, alongside
information available on the project and Council
websites. An online exhibition was shared on
a purpose made consultation website www.
northwealdairfield.co.uk, with paper versions
posted to local residents who requested hard
copies.
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The Strategic Masterplan is being prepared
to guide future development of the site; it is
not a planning application but establishes a
Development Framework for the site, providing
the spatial vision and development objectives
for the area which complement the Local Plan
allocations, spatial strategy and vision.

inform development of the Strategic Masterplan.
All feedback gathered is described in this report
to help inform the development of the Strategic
Masterplan.
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Epping Forest District Council is producing a
Strategic Masterplan for the employment site
at North Weald Airfield, following the emerging
Local Plan allocation. This project is the North
Weald Airfield Strategic Employment Site
Masterplan, which will be referred to as ‘the
Strategic Masterplan’ is this report.

Public consultation on the draft Strategic
Masterplan for the North Weald Airfield
Employment Site took place in November and
December 2020. The engagement process began
with stakeholder meetings to encourage early
conversations, understand local aspirations,
raise awareness and inform the consultation. The
public consultation was then held digitally over
a three-week period, from 26 November to 17
December 2020.
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1.1 Introduction

1.2 Events and Involvement to
date

ee

This chapter provides an overview of the engagement process for the
Strategic Masterplan on North Weald Airfield. The following pages share
headline feedback from public consultation and next steps to be taken in
developing the Strategic Masterplan.
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1.3 Headline Feedback
from Consultation
This page shares an overview of all feedback
received from the community and stakeholders
in November-December 2020 on the Strategic
Masterplan for the employment site at North
Weald Airfield.
At this stage, feedback will help inform, test and
develop the emerging Strategic Masterplan. It can
also act as a reference to assist future planning
applications for the site that can be developed
once a Strategic Masterplan is approved.

Feedback
All feedback submitted during the public
consultation period has been considered as
part of this report. The consultation presented
information on the emerging Strategic
Masterplan. Questions included both tickbox and open-ended formats. From a total of
1,267 comments received, 13 key themes were
identified as main areas of interest.

The types of comments received were mixed
overall, with a majority expressing aspirations
and concerns; this is typical at early stage of a
consultation process, as the first time the public
has been engaged with high-level strategic ideas,
rather than a detail proposal. Feedback acts as
a temperature test as to whether there are any
critical challenges that might indicate a need
for re-consideration or whether as in this case
feedback mirrors the direction of travel of the
project.
A detailed analysis of the recorded findings can
be found in Chapter 3.

Types of comments received

Topics most discussed
Throughout the consultation, there has been
a general sense from the local community of
wanting to see more detail of the Strategic
Masterplan and process going forward. There
is a strong sense of identity attached to North
Weald Airfield, which translates to the community
wanting to protect local heritage and overall
village-feel of North Weald Bassett.

Transport and
Road Network
Heritage Assets
Environmental
Considerations
Mixed Uses

Comments were categorised under these
themes and then by ‘type’ as either aspiration,
support, concern, question or statement, to help
understand the tone and nature of feedback.
Analysing in this way enables a consistent and
transparent process to discover particular areas
of interest.

Phasing and
5%

40%

4%

38%

14%

3%

1% 10%

14%

1% 7%

10%

1%

5%
0.1% 0.6%
4%

Airfield Operations

6%

0.6%
1%

Other

5%

0.3%
1% 3%

Landscape and Views

4%

0.2% 0.1%
1%1% 2%

Existing Buildings
and Tenancies

Statement

Safety and Security

1%

0.2% 0.2%

7%

Character

6%

0.1%

Community Uses

Aspiration
Question

12%

2%

Configuration and Density

Concern

3%

1% 4%

Scale, Layout/

Support

22%

9%

Next Steps

13%

The following short summaries give an overview
of feedback received during consultation,
categorised into the overarching topics that
received most discussion.

3%
0.2% 0.4%
1%

2%

0.6%
4%
0.3% 0.2%
4%
0.1% 0.2%
0.2%

0.2%

3%

2%

3%

0.2%
2%

1%

Support
Concern

1%

Aspiration

0.1%

2%

2%

Statement

1%

0.6% 0.1%
1%

Question

0.2% 0.3% 0.1%

%

Percentage of
total comments

10

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Consultation Report

Topics most discussed

11

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Consultation Report

Topics most discussed

Transport & Road Network - 22% of comments

Mixed Uses - 10% of comments

Transport received the most comments, and the highest level
of concern expressed with further clarity and details asked
for on potential impacts, road infrastructure improvements
and a reconsideration of access to the site. There is a general
understanding that the Strategic Masterplan is a response to
the site allocation in the Local Plan; however, there is a desire to
safeguard the village and its local atmosphere, with a fear that the
village will become Town-like and industrial in feel. Because of
this, transport infrastructure and associated impacts to traffic, air
and noise pollution are the main concerns for residents, who feel
these need to be resolved before they can support the Strategic
Masterplan, reflected in negative responses. A consistent message
was that large vehicles should enter and leave the site from the
M11 or A414 to the north with resistance to the proposed spine
road through the site with access off the B181, due to the likely
impact on North Weald Bassett Village.

There is support for introducing a mix of uses on site, in addition to
businesses to create a sense of place. For example, respondents
would like there to be facilities to support new employees and site
users, as well as the local community. There is also support for
expansion of the Museum to share the airfield’s history, retention
of the market and for further green space, and community use of
Control Tower.

Phasing and Next Steps - 9% of comments
This topic received a lot of comments, reflecting the general wish
for further details to be shared on the studies being carried out to
inform the Strategic Masterplan development and for continuous
community engagement. Specifically, respondents would like to
know more about technical assessments and studies undertaken
to date and those to come, in order to feel more secure that the
project has considered all options and potential impacts to the
area.

Heritage Assets - 14% of comments
Heritage was the second most discussed topic with a large number
of aspirations expressed to protect and enhance the strong sense
of identity attached to the Airfield clearly set out in the Strategic
Masterplan. There is support to maintain use of the airfield, to
retain the Air Traffic Control Tower, to continue activities on site
(like the weekly market or yearly aviation events) and to protect
heritage assets such as the Museum and Debt of Honour.

Environmental Considerations - 14% of comments
The numerous comments on environment and ecology correlated
with those on transport. However, there is a balance between
aspiration and concern. Residents are keen to mitigate potential
environmental impacts as much as possible, with concerns
raised around air, noise and light pollution from industrial and
commercial activities (and potential increase in airfield activities).
There is also a desire to protect and enhance local wildlife,
with suggestions to expand the green buffer proposed and for
sustainable designs to be a key part of the Strategic Masterplan.

Statutory Feedback
A statutory body is government-appointed
organisation set up to give advice and be
consulted for comment on development plans and
planning applications affecting matters of public
interest. Examples of statutory bodies include
English Heritage, English Nature, Environment
Agency, Health & Safety Executive and Sport
England.
On a project of this nature, statutory bodies
are consulted through formal discussions with
the Council and Planning Officers. Meetings
and workshops between the project team,
Epping Forest District Council Officers and
statutory bodies started in January 2021 and will
be ongoing in the coming months through
development of the Strategic Masterplan.

The content of these meetings will assist with
clarifying any additional technical assessment
required and subsequently inform the detail of the
Strategic Masterplan.
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1.4 Next Steps in Developing the
Strategic Masterplan
Overall, the community wants to know more
about the Strategic Masterplan and the process
to further develop it moving forward.
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Responses from the project team

For detailed responses from the project team to
questions from consultation, please see Chapter
4 of this report.

Below is a brief overview of how the project team
is responding to and addressing some of the
key questions and areas of interest which were
discussed in consultee feedback.

Responses from the project team

Transport & Road Network
Further traffic modelling will take place to assess the impact of
the illustrative scheme included in the Strategic Masterplan and
confirm the suitability of the current layout, including the access
junctions and the southern access point to the employment site
from Epping Road, which has been identified for review.
Walking and cycling routes through the site are being further
considered in addition to ensuring there will be no constraints
to links from the employment site to the residential Strategic
Masterplan site to the east, across the proposed SANG.
Sustainability, including green travel and transport infrastructure,
is an important aspect of the Strategic Masterplan and this will be
promoted within the Strategic Masterplan objectives to be achieved
by any future developer within their planning applications.

Heritage Assets
The history of the airfield, its ongoing use and protection of
its heritage assets is paramount to achieving a successful
development. Discussions are ongoing between the project team,
the Museum and EFDC’s heritage officers to ensure that the best
approach is taken whilst securing the requirements of the site’s
Local Plan allocation. The Control Tower will be retained and is
identified as such within the draft illustrative layout plan, although
its use and setting are subject to further consideration.
Separate landowner and tenant discussions are ongoing to address
any specific tenant matters.

Environmental Considerations
Further air quality and noise assessment will be undertaken once
the traffic modelling has been completed and the data is available
to assess likely impacts. The environmental considerations will
continue to be viewed as a whole so that the Strategic Masterplan
will be robustly prepared and any required mitigation is included.
There is significant opportunity within the draft Strategic
Masterplan to enhance the ecology and landscaping of the site
and whilst direction will be given, the detail will be subject to
the planning application(s) subsequently submitted for full
consideration at that stage. The protection of the existing airfield
use will need to be considered to ensure that any enhancements do
not lead to birdstrike issues.
Sustainability is key and will underpin the vision for the site.

Mixed Uses
The site is an employment allocation within the emerging
Local Plan and therefore the uses onsite will predominantly be
warehouse, industrial and office type uses. However, the intention
is to introduce ancillary uses that will support these employment
uses and their function such as a café and/or employmentgenerating uses. There are ongoing discussions with the Museum
and market to consider their future requirements and preference
for location within the site.
Whilst land use parameters will be set out in the Strategic
Masterplan, the specific detail of the users/occupiers will only
be established at planning application stage as this will reflect
markets demands.

Phasing and Next Steps - 9% of comments
Whilst initial technical assessments have been undertaken, further
input and assessment is required to respond to consultation
comments and the workshops with technical/statutory consultees.
The results of the assessments will feed into the Strategic
Masterplan’s development.
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Project timeline
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Updates to Strategic
Masterplan for
submission to Cabinet

Below is an overview of the project timeline in
developing the Strategic Masterplan and what
happens next. For more details on these steps,
please see pages 59-60 in Chapter 5.

Defining the baseline
context, identifying
site considerations
and completing
environmental surveys

15

Summer 2021

Public consultation to
inform draft Strategic
Masterplan
November - December 2020

Ongoing technical
workshops with Epping
Forest District Council

Received and reviewed by Council
Cabinet, with potential for feedback
and updates to the Strategic
Masterplan

Winter 2021

Summer 2021

Further studies
and technical
assessments/
surveys
Spring 2021

August 2020 - Ongoing
Continued
engagement with
stakeholder groups
(NPSG, Parish
Council, QRP)
Spring 2021

If agreed by Cabinet, six weeks
Statutory Consultation will be
undertaken with the public.
Drop-in exhibition in North Weald
Bassett village (dependant on
COVID-19)

Cabinet to endorse Strategic
Masterplan as material
planning consideration to
guide future development at
the site
Autumn 2021

Summer 2021

Amendments to Strategic
Masterplan from Statutory
Consultation as needed.
Responses will be recorded
and reported
Summer/Autumn 2021

2020
Emerging Strategic Masterplan

2021
Ongoing development of the Strategic Masterplan

Review by Council Cabinet and Statutory Consultation

Endorsement

CHAPTER 2
CONTEXT
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CHAPTER 2
Context
This chapter provides an overview of the North Weald Airfield Strategic
Masterplan project, who’s involved and the purpose of this report.

2.1 What is a Strategic Masterplan?
Land at North Weald Airfield has been identified
as a New Employment Site in Epping Forest
District Council’s emerging Local Plan (pages
142-146).
Epping Forest District Council is producing a
Strategic Masterplan for the employment site at
North Weald Airfield.
The Strategic Masterplan will guide future
development of the site; it is not a planning
application but provides a provisional layout for
future growth and development. Any development

2.2 Why is This Happening?
would need to go through a planning application
and approval process, in line with the guidelines
set out in the Strategic Masterplan.

Land at North Weald Airfield is identified as
New Employment Site Allocation NWB.E4 in the
emerging Local Plan.

This Strategic Masterplan is still early in the
process and no decisions have been made. A sixweek formal public consultation will take place on
the Strategic Masterplan, once approved by the
Council’s Cabinet, likely in summer/autumn 2021.

“The Council has produced a number of studies
to consider the future of North Weald Airfield.
In 2014 the findings from these studies were
integrated into a wider masterplan for the village
which presents a long term vision and aspirations
for the village. The proposals presented within
the North Weald Bassett Masterplanning Study
were subject to public consultation and reported
to Cabinet in October 2014. The content of the
North Weald Bassett masterplan has informed
the proposals contained within this sub-section.

Map of Site
A414

Key
M11
Site Boundary

Church Lane

(…) As part of the Vision for North Weald Bassett:
Aviation related uses, complemented by a mix of
employment and leisure uses will be sought to
boost the commercial offer and sustainability of
the Airfield.”1
The new Local Plan is expected to be adopted in
mid 2021.
For further details on the emerging Local
Plan, Neighbourhood Plan, site and local
considerations which are informing the
Strategic Masterplan, please view the public
consultation materials shared in November
2020, in the Appendices of this report or on
nwairfieldconsultation.co.uk.

Merlin Way
Epping Road

1 p.142 of the Local Plan Submission Version December 2017

North Weald Bassett Local Plan
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2.3 Is This a Planning Application
for Development?
The Strategic Masterplan is not a planning
application, it will not result in planning
permission for the construction of buildings;
it provides a framework to guide future
development. It will include an illustrative
Layout Plan which will set out how the proposed
development could be accommodated within the
site-in-line with the design parameters stipulated
within the document and known site constraints.
Following approval of the final Strategic
Masterplan, proposals for development would
need to go through a planning application
process, in line with the guidelines set out in the
Strategic Masterplan.
The site is allocated for uses, no housing will
be provided. Land at North Weald Airfield is
identified as New Employment Site Allocation
NWB.E4 for1:
• c.10ha of additional employment uses
B1 (Business), B2 (Industrial) and B8
(Storage & Distribution), or approximately
the size of approximately 18 football
fields
• Retention and expansion of aviation uses
• New access from Epping Road
• Phased development with five hectares
of employment space between 2022/232026/27 and a further five between
2027/28-2031/20322.4 Who is Involved?

1 Pages 144-145 of the Local Plan Submission Version December
2017
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2.4 Who is Involved?

2.5 Purpose of this Report

Epping Forest District Council Landowner

Soundings have been appointed by Epping
Forest District Council to facilitate a process
of public engagement with key stakeholders
and the community for the North Weald Airfield
Strategic Masterplan. We are engaging with the
local community and interested stakeholders to
understand the aspirations and considerations for
the site and to gather feedback on the emerging
proposals.

At this stage of the project, the Council acts as
the landowner. In the future, the Council will
act as the Planning Authority who will use the
Strategic Masterplan as a planning framework
document to decide planning applications
submitted in the future.
Epping Forest District Council have
commissioned Turner & Townsend to develop a
Strategic Masterplan for the airfield site as per
the emerging Local Plan allocation and vision.

Turner &Townsend – Project Manager
Overseeing the Strategic Masterplan process
from inception to completion.

RPS – Masterplanner, Planning
Consultant, Environmental Consultant
RPS are both the Planning consultant and
Masterplanner working on the development of
the Strategic Masterplan. RPS are also preparing
the environmental surveys to inform the Strategic
Masterplan.

Soundings – Stakeholder and Public
Engagement Consultant
Engaging with stakeholders and the community
for the development of North Weald Airfield
Strategic Masterplan.

All feedback gathered will help inform and shape
the Strategic Masterplan as it is developed. This
report provides a record of, and findings from,
all public consultation and outreach for the site
carried out between November and December
2020. It explains the engagement process and
shares the findings from the feedback for the
Strategic Masterplan and what happens next.

CHAPTER 3
DETAILED CONSULTATION
FINDINGS
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CHAPTER 3
Detailed Consultation Findings
This chapter provides in-depth details of the feedback received from 73
feedback forms collected during the public consultation period. There is
also an overview of discussions from stakeholder meetings, which took
place ahead of public consultation.

3.1 Feedback from Public
Consultation
In November and December 2020, a threeweek public consultation shared the emerging
Strategic Masterplan for the employment site at
North Weald Airfield to gather community and
stakeholder feedback.
The consultation shared information about the
emerging Strategic Masterplan for the eastern
side of North Weald Airfield for employment use,
with details about the context for development,
vision and aspirations, what happened so far,
site constraints and considerations, principles
and the draft emerging Strategic Masterplan.
You can view the full consultation boards in the
appendices.
On the following pages you can find an indepth analysis of all written feedback received,
based on 1,267 separate comments from the
73 individual online and paper feedback forms.
Feedback was captured through a survey that
included both tick-box questions as well as open
space for additional written comments, for those
who wished to provide further views to their
selected response.
All feedback was analysed comment by
comment. Each of these was first categorised
by ‘type’, whether it expresses support, concern,
aspiration, statements or questions. In addition,
comments were categorised according to the
subject or topic they relate to – referred to as
‘themes’. Where a comment expressed multiple
points under several themes, it was duplicated to
apply to all applicable topics.

Types of Comments Received
The diagram below shows the ‘type’ of written
comments received. This helps understand
the tone and nature of feedback. From this, we
can see that views are mixed, with the majority
offering suggestions or aspirations (40%), and
over a third expressing concerns (38%). The
remaining comments expressed support (13%),
statements (5%) or questions (4%). This is
normal for this stage of the process, being the
first time that the public has been engaged in
a consultation on North Weald Airfield with the
presentation of high-level strategic ideas rather
than a detail proposal.

Feedback by Theme

Feedback by Question

Pages 28-46 describe the 1,267 comments
received according to the 13 main themes
discussed by consultees.

To read detailed findings to each question asked
in the consultation Feedback Form, p28-46.

Transport & Road Network was the most
discussed theme, with close to a quarter of all
comments (22%). Environmental Considerations
and Heritage came next, with 14% of comments
each, followed by Mixed Uses (10%), Phasing and
Next Steps (9%) and Airfield Operations (6%).

Transport and
Road Network
Heritage Assets
Environmental
Considerations
Mixed Uses

5%

40%

4%

Phasing and

38%

Aspiration
Statement
Question

14%

3%

1% 10%

14%

1% 7%

10%

1%

5%
0.1% 0.6%
4%

7%

Airfield Operations

6%

0.6%
1%

Other

5%

0.3%
1% 3%

Landscape and Views

4%

0.2% 0.1%
1%1% 2%

Existing Buildings
and Tenancies
Safety and Security

1%

0.2% 0.2%

Community Uses

Character

6%

0.1%

2%

Configuration and Density
Concern

12%

1% 4%

Scale, Layout/
Support

3%

9%

Next Steps

13%

22%

3%
0.2% 0.4%
1%

2%

0.6%
4%
0.3% 0.2%
4%
0.1% 0.2%
0.2%

0.2%

3%

2%

3%

0.2%
2%

Support

1%

Concern
1%

Aspiration

0.1%

2%

2%

1%

0.6% 0.1%
1%
0.2% 0.3% 0.1%

Statement
Question
%

Percentage of
total comments
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Transport & Road Network - 22% of comments

Heritage Assets - 14% of comments

Generally, there is an appreciation for use of the site and the
Strategic Masterplan in principle; however, transport infrastructure
and traffic impacts are main areas of concern for respondents
who feel these need to be resolved before they can support the
Strategic Masterplan.

Heritage was mentioned throughout, as local residents and
consultees feel a strong connection and sense of identity with the
history of the site and would like that legacy to carry on as part of
the Strategic Masterplan.

Respondents expressed a strong desire for further details on
traffic and its environmental effects, as well as a holistic picture of
infrastructure improvements beyond the site boundary. There is a
general worry that the new activity and access points proposed will
lead to increased congestion on the already busy and narrow road
network. Suggestions were made for large vehicles and HGVs to
enter and exit the site from the M11 or A414 to the north, to reduce
impact on North Weald Bassett Village, and restrict access from
the B181 to local and small vehicles. The proposed north-south
Spine Road received mixed feedback, with support to reduce the
use of Church Lane, but concern the new access would lead to
significant traffic on Epping Road, with impacts on Epping Forest,
air quality and local congestion.
There is support for introducing walking and cycling routes to
reduce congestion and encourage sustainable travel, however
existing infrastructure and safety were mentioned as needing to be
improved beforehand. There is an important desire to protect the
Village, with residents explaining that they live here for its quiet
atmosphere and would not want it to become an industrial area, or
grow into a ‘Town’ like development.

Environmental Considerations - 14% of comments
‘Environmental Considerations’ were a recurrent theme, with
interest in how the development would avoid potential negative
impacts. In line with comments on transport, many environmental
concerns raised issues around air quality; noise and light pollution
from new industrial and commercial activities on site; specifically
with regards to HGVs and deliveries, as well as new employee
commutes. Concerns about air and noise pollution stem from
increased road traffic in addition to potential increases in aviation.
There were also questions about pollution from the construction
process itself and local disruption through phasing. Many would
like the development to incorporate sustainable design and attract
green businesses. Finally, many locals strongly believe that ecology
should be a key consideration; protecting and enhancing wildlife,
with suggestions to expand the green buffer.

There is a strong desire to protect and enhance heritage assets on
site such as the Museum and Debt of Honour. Consultees would
like to retain the Control Tower, with some suggestions to retain its
current use or integrate it with the Museum. Support was provided
towards maintenance of airfield use as well as existing activities on
site, such as the market or yearly aviation events. Some consultees
felt existing tenants required further information and discussions
about the future of their activities and tenancies.

Mixed Uses - 10% of comments
Having a mix of uses on site was discussed in consultee feedback,
with support towards introducing other uses in addition to
businesses, such as cafés to support new employees, facilities
for local community use and events, and additional space for the
Museum to share the history of the airfield, as well as green space.
Some comments mentioned the need to consider the existing café
on site in the plans. There were also suggestions that mixed uses
would encourage more visitors to the site. The existing market
was mentioned as a positive event for the local community and
something that should be retained.

Phasing and Next Steps - 9% of comments
Throughout the public’s feedback, there was a recurring wish
for further details to be shared by the project team. Specifically,
consultees would like to know more about technical assessments
and studies which have been undertaken to date as part of the
Strategic Masterplan design process, such as risk assessments,
transport studies, and how the commercial use responds to
market demand. Some comments also asked about how the plans
integrated previous studies done on site. There is a desire for
continuous community engagement.
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SECTION 01 General
Q1. Do you generally agree with the
Strategic Masterplan vision and
Objectives?
(See board 02)
This question aimed to give us a broad
understanding of overall impression of the
emerging Strategic Masterplan vision and
objectives. Of the 73 responses, the majority
expressed ‘not agreeing’ with the proposed
vision and objectives (47%), with the second
most common response of ‘mixed views’ (34%);
followed by ‘neutral’ (10%), ‘agree’ (7%) and ‘no
answer’ (2%). This reveals that there are too
many unknowns and questions to be answered
before people can support the plans.

Please tell us more
On this first question, close to 280 comments
were provided, illustrating a strong sense of
engagement by the local community sharing first
thoughts on the Strategic Masterplan.
Support was provided towards maintenance of
airfield use and employment opportunities for
locals, with suggestions for activities supporting
the community, retaining the market, and
preserving the history and heritage of the site.
Overall, consultees would like to know more
about potential impacts on the Village, traffic
and infrastructure, use of the runway and the
scheme’s viability, and potential costs versus
benefits to the area. Specifically, concerns relate
to traffic, air and noise pollution from increased
vehicle and air use. Consultees questioned the
nature of increased aviation activities and the
safety of building by a runway.
Generally, there is a level of support for the
emerging Strategic Masterplan, dependent on
further details on traffic and environmental
effects, as well as a holistic understanding of how
the remainder of the airfield and neighbouring
developments will work together. There is a
strong sense of wanting to protect the villagefeel, worry of over-development, and consultation
fatigue from multiple proposals, and some
requests to reconsider the need for commercial
units in light of COVID-19.

3% 7%
10%
34%

47%

Agree
Neutral
Disagree
Mixed Views
No Answer

Q2. What are your top three priorities
for the Strategic Masterplan?

Of first priority for many is safeguarding the
village atmosphere, aviation uses and the site’s
heritage. A top priority is to address existing
transport infrastructure and potential impact
on traffic, as consultees expressed concern
of narrow roads, and increased air and noise
pollution from HGVs. There is also a strong
desire to protect assets on site (Museum, Debt of
Honour) and maintain existing airfield operations
as part of its identity. There is support for the
creation of employment opportunities, providing
a mix of commercial uses, facilities and activities
for locals.

Respondents provided their top three priorities
for the Strategic Masterplan, with a total of 163
submissions. The topics which received the most
comments and represent areas to be prioritised
overall are ‘Transport & Road Network’,
‘Environmental Considerations’ and ‘Mixed
Uses’. Of note, ‘Airfield Operations’ ranks very
highly as a first priority with almost a quarter of
Priority 1 comments attributed to it, similarly to
‘Transport & Road Network’; although receiving
less comments in total than environmental
considerations, it is important to the local
community.

Transport and
Road Network

19%

27%

Environmental
Considerations

17%

10%

Mixed Uses

12%

6%

Airfield Operations

12%

23%

Community Uses

10%

8%

Heritage Assets

8%

5%

Character

6%

6%

Phasing and
Next Steps

6%

3% 8%

Other

4%

6%

Scale, Layout/
Configuration and Density

3%

6%

Existing Buildings
and Tenancies

2%

3% 2%2%

Landscape and Views

1%

Safety and Security

1%

2%

17%
22%

19%
15%

14%
8%

6%

4%

16%

13%
4%

10%

6%
8%
6%

4%
4%

Priority 1

2%

Priority 2

2%

Priority 3
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SECTION 02 Emerging Strategic Masterplan Principles
Principle 1 Layout and Appearance
Q3. In regard to the site considerations
outlined on Boards 06 - 08, are
there any site considerations that you
believe have been missed?

Q4. Do you agree with the general
layout shown for future development at
the site?
There was a total of 73 responses for this
question. It aimed to give us an understanding
of whether people agree with the general layout
proposed for the emerging Strategic Masterplan.

This question aimed to give us an understanding
whether any site considerations have been
missed; sharing information on Airfield
Operations and Safety, Transport, Landscape and
Views, Heritage, Flood Risks, Ecology and other
environmental considerations.

The majority of individuals disagree with the
general layout shown (53%). The second most
common answer was ‘neutral’ (22%), followed
by ‘agree’ (11%), ‘unsure’ (10%) and
‘no answer’ (4%).

The majority of respondents indicated ‘yes’
(48%),providing comments below. A third
answered ‘no’ (30%) and a quarter did not
respond (22%).

From additional comments provided under
question 8, the disagreement or uncertainty
expressed in layout is likely from consultees
feeling concerned that the new activity and access
proposed would lead to significant traffic through
the village, leading to noise and air pollution, and
impacting overall local character and quality
of life.

Please tell us more
An additional 55 comments were provided
regarding site considerations to be included.
There was concern around increased road traffic
and what this would mean for residents and
the environment, specifically with regards to
air and noise quality. As in previous questions,
respondents would like further details on
technical studies undertaken but support airfield
operations remaining active.

10%

22%

Q5. Do you agree with the approach to
offer a mixture of unit sizes?
This question asked individuals if they agree with
the approach to offer a mixture of unit sizes.
Of the 73 responses, the majority disagree with
this approach (34%). More than half felt ‘neutral’
or ‘agree’ (27% and 25% respectively), followed by
‘unsure’ (10%) and ‘no answer’ (4%).
General comments provided under question
8 suggest that consultees feel the village will
change in character to a larger industrial town.
They question the demand for large spaces,
and show a preference for a mixture of smaller
buildings on site.

4% 11%

10%

4%
25%

22%

48%

34%
30%

27%

53%

Agree

Agree

Neutral

Neutral

Yes

Disagree

Disagree

No

Mixed Views

Mixed Views

No answer

No Answer

No Answer
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Q6. Do you agree with the approach to
include units which also have
airside access?
Consultees responded to the approach to include
units with airside access. Of the 73 responses,
views were mixed and almost equal percentage
agreeing (32%) with the approach and disagreeing
(30%). This was followed by ‘neutral’ (23%),
‘unsure’ (11%) and ‘no answer’ (4%).

11%

Q7. Do you agree with the approach to
generally locate servicing behind units
and away from the road frontages and
edges of the site?
This question aimed to give us an understanding
whether individuals agree with the approach to
locate servicing behind units and away from the
road frontages and edges of the site.
Majority of individuals agreed with this approach
(34%). The second common response was
‘neutral’ (25%) followed by ‘disagree’ (23%),
‘unsure’ (14%) and ‘no answer’ (4%). From the
responses it can be deducted that most people
understand the benefits of the approach to
‘hide’ service yards to create a more pleasant
environment and to enhance place-making.

4%

4%
14%
32%

34%
23%

30%
23%

25%

Agree

Agree

Neutral

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree

Mixed Views

Mixed Views

No Answer

No Answer
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Q8. Any other comments on Layout and
Appearance?
A total of 45 additional comments were provided
on Layout and Appearance. Some questioned
the market demand for large industrial spaces,
mentioning vicinity with Harlow and suggestions for
a variety of businesses and activities to the airfield
site, including a mix of smaller buildings and units.
There were also comments on views into the site,
with suggestions for a wider green buffer and the
importance of retaining the integrity of the village,
and for servicing entrances to be between rather
than behind buildings, to protect views across the
airfield. Consultees would like to retain the history
of the site as well as enhance the landscape
and greenery.
There is a general concern for the access points
proposed and individuals expressed fear that this
would lead to traffic congestion, with suggestions
for large vehicles to enter and exit the site from the
M11 or A414, to the north, to lower impact on
the village.

local community trees
BUFFERcongestionVILLAGE
eppingbusinesses history
development greenery
traffic landscapeairside site
heritageAIRFIELD retain
layout viewsentrancesplan
accessresidentsactivities
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Principle 2 Access and Movement
Q9. Do you agree with the proposal for
a new north-south spine road through
the employment land?
This question helped us understand views on
the new north-south spine road through the
employment land. Over 50% of responses are not
supportive of this proposal, with a quarter
being ‘neutral’, and only 15% agreeing with
the suggestion.
Additional comments described under question
12 show that these answers reflect the concern
over the proposed new access off the B181 on the
Epping Road leading to significant traffic increase
through the Village, and with consequential
impacts on the Epping Forest, reduction in
air quality.

7% 3%

Q10. Is there a preference for industrial
site traffic to be directed northwards
via a new roundabout link on Merlin
Way at the north of the new
spine road?
This question aimed to gain an understanding of
preference for industrial traffic to be directed via
a new roundabout link on Merlin Way at the north
of the site.
Of the 73 responses, majority agreed with this
approach (45%), the second most common
response was ‘unsure’ (26%) followed by ‘no’
(25%) and ‘no answer’ (4%).

4%

15%

Q11. Do you agree with the following
proposed access points?
A) New access point to the airfield
from Epping Road
For this question majority of individuals
disagreed with a new access point to the airfield
from Epping Road (56%), 19% agreed with this
proposal, followed by ‘neutral’ (12%), ‘unsure’
(10%) and ‘no answer’ (3%).

There were 66 comments regarding a new access
point from Epping road. There is an appreciation
for directing increased traffic away from the high
road and relieving pressure off Church Lane, with
many suggestions for HGVs to enter specifically
from the A414 or the M11, rather than the B181
and through the village. Consultees expressed
concern of increased traffic, congestion, noise
and air pollution within the village with a high
volume of traffic on Epping Road at present.

3%

This question showed majority of individuals
disagree with a new access point to the
employment land south from Epping Road (59%),
14% agree and are unsure about this proposal.
10% of individuals responded with ‘neutral’,
followed by 3% with ‘no answer’.

Please tell us why

Please tell us why

10%

B) New access point to the
employment land south from
Epping Road

With similar views to the previous question,
there was a total of 57 written comments on
introducing a new access point to the employment
land south from Epping Road. Consultees felt
that traffic should be kept away from the B181,
to keep congestion to a minimum. It was felt that
this would create noise and increase the pollution
within the area. There was a general request
for further information regarding the entrance
proposals in order to establish how this will affect
the village.

4%

19%

14%

26%

14%
10%

45%

23%
52%

12%
56%

25%

59%

Agree

Agree

Agree

Neutral

Yes

Neutral

Neutral

Disagree

No

Disagree

Disagree

Mixed Views

Unsure

Mixed Views

Mixed Views

No Answer

No Answer

No Answer

No Answer
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Principle 3 Operations and Ancillary Uses
C) Multiple access points (new and
existing) to Merlin Way

Q12. Any other comments on Access
and Movement?

For this access point, over a third of consultees
said they disagreed (34%), with close to a quarter
(23%) agreeing or neutral about this idea,
followed by 14% responding with ‘unsure’ and 6%
with ‘no answer’.

A total of 54 additional comments were provided
on access and movement. Support for a new
access point was expressed with caveats
that HGVs should approach the site via M11
or A414, rather than through the village and
that access should be from the north of the
airfield, alleviating the busy B181. Consultees
are concerned that additional access proposed
through the spine-road will increase traffic within
the village, with an important fear that it will lose
its identity and become an industrial town. It is
felt that the traffic will also affect noise, pollution
and safety within the area. There were also
suggestions for improved pedestrian and cycle
access to the site.

Please tell us why
There were 35 comments regarding this proposed
access point. Consultees supported this option
above the others, as a means to distribute or
alleviate traffic from the Epping Road B181, but
again are concerned that the infrastructure is
not suitable and that introducing multiple access
points would increase the traffic through the
village and cause a rise in pollution and noise.
They also questioned the impact this will have in
terms of road safety.

5%
14%

23%

There is general concern that the infrastructure
does not have capacity for large vehicles and this
must be addressed before introducing new access
routes. Overall, there is a desire for further
information in regards to access and movement
and how this will be further developed as part of
the Strategic Masterplan.

Q13. Do you agree with introducing
complimentary ancillary uses on the
site to support employment activities
(for example: café, small-scale retail,
hotel etc)?
This question aimed to gain an understanding
whether individuals agree with introducing
complimentary ancillary uses on the site
to support employment activities. Of the 73
responses, almost an equal number agree (37%)
and disagree (34%). 16% responded ‘neutral’, 10%
with ‘unsure’ and 3% did not answer.

Please tell us why
There were 56 written comments on
complimentary ancillary uses on the site. Support
was expressed for uses that complement the new
uses on site; providing opportunities for local
employment and reducing potential journeys by
site users during the day. There is preference for
small-scale cafés, with some concern that these
will compete with the existing cafe. Consultees
questioned the need for a large hotel, with others
situated nearby. There is demand for existing
heritage be protected, as well as a request to see
these plans within a masterplan for the whole
airfield. There were also suggestions for retail to
support the local village, such as a medium sized
supermarket with parking.

10%

3%

37%
34%

34%

23%
16%

Agree

Agree

Neutral

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree

Mixed Views

Mixed Views

No Answer

No Answer
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Principle 4 Airfield and Heritage
Q14. Do you agree with the proposal to
retain the existing Air Traffic Control
tower building and to reuse it for
community purposes?

Q15. Do you agree with the option for
a new airfield museum?
Of the 73 responses, feedback was equal between
individuals who agree and disagree with the
option for a new airfield museum (36% each). The
rest felt ‘neutral’ (18%) followed by ‘unsure’ (9%)
and ‘no answer’ (1%).

This questioned aimed to give us an
understanding of individuals thoughts towards the
proposal to retain the existing Air Traffic Control
tower building and to reuse it for community
purposes. The majority of individuals agree with
this proposal (63%). The second most common
answer was ‘disagree’ (15%) followed
by ‘unsure’ (11%), ‘neutral’ (10%) and
‘no answer’ (1%).

Please tell us why
There were 50 comments on a new airfield
museum. There is a strong agreement that the
museum must be preserved as an important
part of the airfield’s history, with mixed views
as to the need for its location to change. Some
consultees feel the Museum should remain in its
existing location beside the Debt of Honour, with
others supporting its expansion. There were also
suggestions for its relocation to the Control Tower.
It was noted that further consultation should be
undertaken with the Museum itself.

Please tell us why
There was a total of 42 comments on retaining
the existing Air Traffic Control tower building
for community purposes. Consultees expressed
strong support for the retention of the Control
Tower, as it is an important asset to the airfield
and its history as well as the village, with some
suggestions to retain its current use rather than
build a new Air Traffic Control tower.

11%

10% 1%

1%

36%

15%

10%

63%

36%

18%

Agree

Agree

Neutral

Neutral

Disagree

Disagree

Mixed Views

Mixed Views

No Answer

No Answer
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Q16. What are your top 3 priorities for
heritage in connection with the airfield?
118 comments were made on the top three
priorities for heritage. Overall, there is strong
agreement to retain and enhance the history
of the airfield, including protecting historic
buildings, maintaining the museum and
protecting the Debt of Honour. The importance
of airfield operations was also highlighted to be
maintained. The airfield has a strong identity
which consultees expressed as important for
local residents.

Heritage
Assets

19%

66%

Community
Uses

17%

42%

Airfield
Operations

12%

Environmental
Considerations

12%

Mixed Uses

10%

13%

83%

23%

Detailed breakdown below
8%

6%
8%
2% 6%

Phasing and
Next Steps

8%

Other

6%

6% 2% 4%
8%
2%

Scale, Layout/
Configuration
and Density

6%

Character

4%

Transport and
Road Network

3%

Landscape
and Views

2%

4% 4%
4% 4%

To the right the graph illustrates the most
common priorities within the ‘Heritage Assets’
theme.
The top priorities are retaining the history of the
site and its role in the war, preserving the Museum,
historic buildings and existing airfield uses.

Preserve
Museum

22%

8%

Retain History

24%

35%

Preserve Historic
Buildings

13%

8%

Preserve Existing
Airfield Uses

19%

24%

Retain
Control Tower

7%

5% 7%

Protect Debt
of Honor

10%

16%

Preserve
Vintage Aircraft

6%

3

40%

20%
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13%

20%

40%
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3
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Priority 2
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Principle 5 Environment and Sustainability
Q17. Do you agree with the approach
taken to green buffers and screening
of the future development?

This question aimed for us to understand views
on the approach to green buffers and screening
of the future development. The consultation
feedback was mixed, with a balance between
those who agree and disagree (33% respectively).
This was followed by 23% of individuals
responding with ‘neutral’, 8% responding with
‘unsure’ and 3% with ‘no answer’.

Please tell us why
An additional of 36 comments were made on
the approach to green buffers and screening.
Most support this principle to prevent noise,
pollution and views from the village to the site.
However, consultees are concerned the buffers
are not sufficient, possibly explaining the level of
disagreement, with suggestions for these to be
larger. Overall, there was agreement with this
approach and benefits of adding to the landscape
and habitats for wildlife on site, with many
questions for further detail.

8%

Q18. Do you agree with the approach
to introducing walking and cycling
routes?

Q19. What are your top 3 priorities for
environment and sustainability
in connection with the airfield site?

This question aimed to give an understanding of
views to introducing walking and cycling routes.
Of the 73 responses, the majority of individuals
agree with this approach (48%), followed by 25%
responding with ‘neutral’, 18% in disagreement,
7% unsure and 2% with no answer.

Consultees shared their top three priorities
for environment and sustainability, with 112
comments. Overall, respondents felt it very
important to protect the wildlife currently on site
as well as the natural surroundings and green
space.

Please tell us why

In first priority, many would like the project to
maintain and enhancing the environment, taking
into consideration protecting and preserving

The majority of the additional 46 written
comments supported new pedestrian and cycle
routes within the Strategic Masterplan, as a
means for local residents to commute, reduce
pollution and congestion. However, some
consultees questioned if these would be used,
mentioning existing paths felt to be under-used
and poorly maintained. Overall, there was high
demand for further information on how this
strategy will be developed into the plan and
integrate safety for all.

3%

7%
33%

3%

18%
48%

33%

green areas, wildlife and the village feel. Ensuring
clean air and a reduction in traffic was an
important part of this.
In second, many would like priority given to
avoiding traffic congestion, reducing air, noise and
light pollution, and increased safety.
There were also many who support a sustainable
development, with suggestions for maintaining
existing structures and heritage, using carbonneutral buildings and incorporating green
technology.

Environmental
Considerations

19%

42%

Transport and
Road Network

17%

23%

Landscape and Views

12%

5% 11% 12%

Heritage Assets

12%

9% 6% 9%

Character

10%
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Mixed Uses
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47%
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Principle 6 A Phased Development

SECTION 03 Consultation

Q20. The proposal is to phase
development. Do you agree with
this approach?

Q22. Have you found this
consultation useful?

Q23. How did you find out about
this consultation?

This question aimed to help us understand
if individuals found the consultation helpful.
Majority of respondents selected ‘somewhat’
(33%), followed by ‘yes’ (29%). 18% responded
with ‘no’ and ‘unsure’ respectively. 2% had no
answer.

The majority of individuals responded found out
about this consultation through the ‘flyer’ (38%),
followed by ‘social media’ (32%), ‘email’ (15%),
other (11%), council website (3%) and 1% did not
answer.

This question aimed to understand if
individuals agree with the proposal to phase the
development. Of the 73 responses, 32% agreed
and disagreed with this approach, illustrating
mixed views. The third most common answer was
‘neutral’ (20%) followed by ‘unsure’ (12%) and ‘no
answer’ (4%).

Please tell us why
This question received 40 comments in addition
to the above. Views on phasing were mixed, with
most feeling they need more information on the
plans in order to understand the proposals and
how their concerns will be approached. There
was support for reassessing the plans as stages
unfold and concerns reiterated regarding the
impact on the neighbouring village, residents and
traffic.

12%

Q21. Any other comments on Phasing?
There were 14 written comments on phasing.
Individuals would like further information on
the timescales and technical assessments, with
specific requests for risk assessments. Some
expressed concerns for businesses currently on
site and requested the village and residents are
considered in any disruption caused. There was
support for continued consultation with local
residents.

If other, please specify

Please tell us why
Over 50 comments were made with regards to
finding the consultation process. Many consultees
would like more detail and access to technical
assessments undertaken by the project team, to
further understand links to neighbouring projects
and to environmental and transport impacts.
Consultees expressed concern about how
feedback will be taken into account and would
like for the views of local people to be genuinely
considered. There was demand for further
engagement to continue discussing the site and
opportunities ahead of decisions being made.

Of 73 consultees, 8 mentioned finding out
about the consultation through word of mouth
and the Parish Council’s Facebook page. Our
recommendation for future engagement is to
continue using existing networks to reach the
local communities.

3%

4%

11%

18%

1%

29%

32%

38%
32%

32%
33%

21%

18%
3%

15%
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Q24. Are there any particular
stakeholders that you think we should
be specifically reaching out to?
There were 30 additional comments provided
regarding other stakeholders who should be
involved in the consultation. Suggestions covered
airfield users, residents, local businesses, as well
as neighbouring local authorities, developers and
statutory bodies.
Please note that Epping Forest District Council
will be undertaking technical meetings
with statutory bodies as part of the formal
consultation process.

Q25. Please share your thoughts on
how best to engage local communities
in this period of the pandemic and
lock-down
This question received 42 answers, with
consultees providing support and suggestions
towards using a diverse range of platforms to
share engagement opportunities; such as emails,
social media posts, radio and TV, paper leaflets
and flyers, posters in business windows or
newspapers. Concern was raised about engaging
in a pandemic and suggesting to have inperson events afterwards to enable more public
gatherings.
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3.2 Feedback from
Stakeholder Meetings
Ahead of public consultation, meetings with
local stakeholder groups were held to discuss
the emerging Strategic Masterplan for North
Weald Airfield. These meetings encouraged early
conversations to understand aspirations and
share the project’s developing objectives. These
were held digitally via the online Zoom platform
and consisted of a presentation of the initial work
done on the Strategic Masterplan, followed by
open questions and discussions.
These provided stakeholders the opportunity to
share their views and aspirations for the site and
raise questions, ideas or concerns. The project
team was able to share the ongoing process with
over 45 stakeholders and raise awareness of the
emerging Strategic Masterplan. Questions and
discussions informed the public consultation and
‘FAQs’ document shared on the project website.
Minutes were recorded and shared with attendees
and the project team following each meeting.
Five stakeholder meetings were held with the
following groups:
• Parish Councillors and other Elected
Members
• Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
• Existing Site Tenants

Elected Members
In November 2020, we held the first stakeholder
group meeting with the Elected Members of
Epping Forest District Council, who shared their
views and aspirations for the site. The key themes
discussed included transport, road networks,
heritage and timescales of development.
There was concern that roads will be over
capacity due to increased traffic to and from site.
Some expressed concern that increased traffic
via the B181 would have strong impacts on the
village. Councillors wanted to understand when
the development will begin and be completed,
with desire for further information on this.
Heritage was also discussed, specifically on
protecting key assets (Norwegian Stone, Debt of
Honour) as very important to the identity of North
Weald.

• Epping Forest District Youth Councillors
The following pages share summaries of the
sessions with stakeholders. The presentation
slides and FAQ document which evolved from
these meetings can be found in the Appendices of
this report.

Event details:
• Tuesday 10 November 2020 | 7-8pm
• Attendees: 12
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Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Site Tenants of North Weald Airfield

EFDC Youth Council

Elected Members and NPSG

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group ensures
community views and aspirations are inputted in
the Local Plan to guide future development. The
meeting raised the importance of ensuring the
Parish as a whole is involved, covering all three
Wards of North Weald Bassett, Hastingwood and
Thornwood throughout consultation. Similarly
to Elected Members, concern of increased
traffic was shared, impacting the village through
delays, noise and pollution. Members expressed
worry that the development may restructure the
village, becoming a town and losing its identity.
Support was shown to retain heritage, especially
the Control Tower, as an important local asset.
The Steering Group stressed the importance
of continued discussions and support towards
further public consultation.

This meeting was organised to ensure existing
site tenants are involved in discussions for the
future of the site, and as an opportunity to bring
forward their ideas for development of North
Weald Airfield. Key themes which emerged from
included heritage, transport and questions as to
how this would impact their businesses. Overall,
there was strong support to retain airfield
operations and protect current activities on site.
As with previous meetings, many felt that traffic
would be a concern, specifically from the north,
with additional new businesses further impacting
this. Tenants would like more information
regarding timescales of the development and how
their business would relocate. It was noted that
further consultation must be undertaken with site
tenants to further discuss this.

A workshop with Epping Forest District Youth
Councillors was held, giving the project team a
new perspective from young people, and their
understanding of the Airfield. The presentation
informed them of the emerging Strategic
Masterplan, followed by an interactive workshop
that allowing for discussion and questions.
They were keen to get involved and share their
aspirations for the Airfield and how it will better
North Weald. Support was shown for jobs and
employment opportunities for local people, with
questions as to what roles would be offered.
There was strong support to retain the market or
relocate it locally, safe from airfield operations.
Youth Councillors suggested introducing leisure
facilities on the site such as a cinema, music or
sports venue as beneficial to young people and
the community.

Event details:

Event details:

In February 2021, a follow-up meeting was held
with the Elected Members of Epping Forest
District Council and the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group. This meeting allowed the project
team to update the group since the previous
meeting in 2020 and provide answers to further
questions and discussion points raised by Parish
Councillors. The project team share project
updates and discussed work which has been
undertaken since 2020, including technical
workshops, an update from public consultation
and Quality Review Panel comments. The
Councillors’ concerns regarding access, traffic
and heritage were responded to, and the group
was informed that further workshops and traffic
modelling will be undertaken to determine
appropriate considerations and updates
for continued development of the Strategic
Masterplan.

• Tuesday 11 November 2020 | 7-8pm

• Wednesday 18 November 2020 | 1-2pm

• Attendees: 5

• Attendees: 24

Event details:
• Monday 14 December 2020 | 6-7pm
• Attendees: 6

Event details:
• Tuesday 16 December 2021 | 7-8pm
• Attendees: 14

CHAPTER 4
DETAILED RESPONSES TO
CONSULTATION
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CHAPTER 4
Detailed Responses to Consultation
Through the public consultation, respondents expressed wanting to know
more about the Strategic Masterplan and development process going
forward, with priorities given to preserving heritage and maintaining
the identity and village-feel of North Weald Bassett. The following
pages share responses from the project team about the next stages of
development for the Strategic Masterplan.
4.1 Tracking Feedback
and Responses

Key areas of interest and questions
from consultation

How are potential impacts on the community,
Policy DM 9 of the emerging Local Plan requires that
neighbouring properties and North Weald
the living conditions of existing and future residents are
Bassett Village being taken into consideration? safeguarded when considering new forms of development.
This includes a consideration of potential overlooking, loss
of light, loss of outlook, vibration, fumes, light pollution and
air quality.
How can concerns of existing road
infrastructure and potential increased
congestion through the village be addressed?

The following pages share responses from the
project team to key areas of interest which came
out of the public consultation.

Response from the project team
(Epping Forest District Council and RPS
Masterplanners)

The emerging Local Plan requires new development
proposals to facilitate sustainable forms of transport to
discourage an over reliance on the use of private motor
vehicles.
The Council’s Infrastructure Delivery Plan (EB1101B)
identifies a number of specific highway interventions in
order to increase the capacity of existing roads in North
Weald.

This section acts as a reference to track key areas
of feedback from public consultation, and how the
project team has or will be responding to them.

These interventions are:
• Improvements to existing walking and cycling
infrastructure, particularly to improve access to
rapid transit bus stops
• Improvements to Talbot PH Roundabout, A414/
Vicarage Lane junction

Key areas of interest and questions
from consultation
Can the team share ongoing and upcoming
feasibility studies for development of the site
(such as environmental impact, transport
assessment, viability, risk assessments)?

• A414 / Rayley Lane junction improvement

Response from the project team (Epping
Forest District Council and RPS)
We have only completed initial environmental studies to
establish the baseline site position. Further environmental
studies to inform the type of development that could
come forward on the site are being prepared. The studies
are being considered by EFDC technical officers and in
consultations with key statutory stakeholders.

• Provision of additional lorry spaces

How is traffic pollution considered as part of
the Strategic Masterplan?

Transport modelling is being carried out to consider the
likely impacts of the development proposals on the local
network. Where adverse impacts are expected, appropriate
mitigation will be considered. This work will compliment
the traffic modelling carried out as part of the assessment
of the new Local Plan which allocates this site for
development.
The likely air quality impacts from allocating this site for
development were considered as part of the process to
compile the new Local Plan. Further traffic studies are
being completed to consider the likely traffic impacts.
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Key areas of interest and questions
from consultation
Is it possible to consider options for HGVs and
commercial vehicles to enter the site via the
A414 or M11, and restrict access from the
B181 to local access?
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Response from the project team
(Epping Forest District Council and RPS
Masterplanners)
One of the policy requirements of the Airfield Strategic
Masterplan is to create a new vehicular access onto the
Airfield from Epping Road to improve overall connectivity to
and from
the site.
All potential traffic impacts will be considered during the
Strategic Masterplan process based on objective analysis
and detailed transport modelling. Discussions will be
held between the Council’s Implementation Team and
consultants preparing the technical evidence. Advice is
also being sought from Essex County Council as the local
highway authority and Highways England as strategic
highway authority (M11).
Policy T 1 of the emerging Local Plan seeks to ensure that
all developments demonstrate that they will not cause
significant harm to either the safety or efficiency of the
local or strategic road network.

How will heritage assets be protected and
the history of the site enhanced?

To mitigate impacts, we are considering a number of
interventions that will undergo further testing and review.
These potentially include: the enlargement of the A414
roundabout to cope with HGV traffic, control over access
south on to/from Epping Road, and the proposed new spine
road to reduce traffic on Church Lane and through
the village.
The importance attached to the Norwegian Stone and the
Debt of Honour are fully recognised. The Debt of Honour
will be shown as retained in the Illustrative Strategic
Masterplan.
The intention is to retain heritage features where possible
and appropriate and provide them with an appropriate
setting. The existing Control Tower will be retained in its
current position. Initial assessment of the heritage assets
on the site and those nearby has been carried out to inform
the draft Strategic Masterplan with ongoing discussions
with the Council’s heritage officer taking place. It is
important that the heritage connections associated with
the site are realised as part of any new development.
Specific details will come forward as part of full planning
applications if the Strategic Masterplan is endorsed
by Cabinet.
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Response from the project team
(Epping Forest District Council and RPS
Masterplanners)

Are there options for the green buffer
between the development and village to be
wider, and to enhance landscaping
and greenery?

Green buffers are proposed at the edge of the site to
ensure neighbouring residential areas are shielded from
future development, and retain their edge-of-village
character. Opportunities for further landscaping screening
will be considered further.

Where possible, integrate complimentary
facilities such as a café to support new
employees, and community uses to attract
visitors to the site. Consider the viability of
a hotel, taking into account existing
ones nearby.

We are considering ancillary uses and facilities that would
support a new employment destination such as this.

Keep the community informed of project
programme and timeline of events, to ensure
they are included and aware of the process.

We will be keeping the community up to date through the
project’s mailing list and website, with new posts and
updates as the project evolves.

In addition to on-site facilities, the new workforce are
likely to use nearby village facilities including the shops,
promoting economic benefit for the local area.

We would like to keep the community involved and are
looking at opportunities to continue engagement through
Epping Forest District Council.
How will the project integrate
consultation feedback?

Please see below for the next steps of the
project’s development.

CHAPTER 5
NEXT STEPS
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CHAPTER 5
Next Steps
This chapter details how the engagement process will inform the
Strategic Masterplan and next steps of project development.

5.1 What Happens Next?
How consultation will inform the
Strategic Masterplan
This report shares the feedback from the
November-December 2020 public consultation to
help inform the emerging Strategic Masterplan.
It will be carefully reviewed by the project team
and Masterplanners, to better understand
local priorities and aspirations for the Strategic
Masterplan.
This report can also act as a reference for future
planning applications once a Strategic Masterplan
is agreed.
As the project is still early in development, the
project team will be able to take consultation
feedback in consideration and further develop the
plans and necessary steps.
During consultation, we told you that the project
team planned to submit a draft Strategic
Masterplan to the Cabinet in Spring 2021. Taking
consultation feedback into consideration, and
in order to carry out additional studies and
investigations as part of the Strategic Masterplan,
the project team is now targeting a summer 2021
submission to Cabinet, providing further time to
develop sound proposals.
You can see more details on next steps in the
following section.

Detailed Technical Project Timeline
Technical Workshops
In order to address the areas of concern and
questions from consultation, the project team
is organising technical workshops with Epping
Forest District Council Officers in early 2021 to
discuss the following topics:
• Masterplanning and engagement
feedback
• Transport, air quality, noise, utilities
• Environment, flood risk, contamination,
ecology, trees/landscape, SANG
• Economy, employment uses
• Energy, sustainability, health
• Heritage and archaeology
These workshops will assess technical and
environmental priorities and will recommend any
additional studies that will need to be undertaken
going forward.
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Quality Review Panel
The Strategic Masterplan is being developed by
the project team with a view to sharing this with
Cabinet in Summer 2021.
There will also be a review of the Strategic
Masterplan by the Quality Review Panel (QRP), a
group of built-environment and design experts,
appointed to provide independent feedback on
significant and strategic schemes in the District.

Share with Cabinet for review
Once ready for submission, the Strategic
Masterplan will be shared with Epping Forest
District Council’s Cabinet for review, likely in
May 2021. At time of writing, the project team is
targeting a June Cabinet, although timings are
subject to other factors such as elections and
purdah periods, under which local governments
are prevented from making announcements on
new initiatives.

Statutory Consultation
If the draft Strategic Masterplan is approved
by Cabinet, there will be a six-week public
statutory consultation in Summer 2021, where
the public and statutory bodies are able to provide
formal responses to the Council. At this stage,
the project team will share how the Strategic
Masterplan changed in response to public
consultation. (TBC with EFDC/RPS how this will
be done).

Endorsement of Strategic Masterplan
If Cabinet endorses the Strategic Masterplan
after the formal statutory consultation, it will
be a material planning consideration to guide
future development at the site. Once the Strategic
Masterplan is endorsed by Cabinet, planning
applications can be submitted for development on
site, in accordance with the vision, objectives and
development framework laid out in the Strategic
Masterplan.
Full details of the next stage of the development
process will be updated via the project website
once confirmed.
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5.2 Stay in Touch with Us
If you would like to register for future updates
on the project and receive these directly to your
inbox, please contact the North Weald Airfield
team at Soundings on:

northwealdairfield@soundingsoffice.com

+(44)020 7729 1705

https://www.nwairfieldconsultation.co.uk/

CHAPTER 6
APPENDICES
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CHAPTER 6
Appendices
The engagement on North Weald Airfield is a process involving key
stakeholders and the community at the first stage of design development
for the Strategic Masterplan. Below is a broad overview of the aims of the
engagement process. The following pages detail activities that ook place
as part of the engagement from November 2020 to early 2021.
6.1 Engagement Process
Aims of the engagement process include:
• Raise awareness and inform the
community of the project
• Engage and build relationships with key
stakeholders
• Understand the history and local identity
of North Weald Airfield
• Gather local knowledge and understand
aspirations of the community for the site
• Be inclusive and accessible when
engaging during the COVID-19 pandemic
• Collect and share feedback of the process
with the project team and community
• Test the early Strategic Masterplan
concepts and help inform its development

COVID-19
As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the
subsequent restrictions on public gatherings, the
engagement was largely held remotely to respond
to social distancing restrictions in place.
The engagement process began in November
2020, to start conversations with key stakeholders
on North Weald Airfield and share the upcoming
public consultation on the emerging Strategic
Masterplan. The consultation provided an
opportunity to increase awareness of the process
and for communities to share their views and
aspirations for the Strategic Masterplan.
Methods used to engage with stakeholders
included sharing information through the project
website, social media and virtual meetings.
Remote consultation also allowed for the wider
community to stay updated through a range of
communication methods such as flyers, posters
and regular e-mails.
This chapter provides further details of the
engagement process, including an event diary,
stakeholder and consultee mapping, engagement
tools and means of communications.
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9 December 2020

Public Consultation
Exhibition ‘drop-in’ one-to-one Meetings
6 attendees

Event Diary
The beginning of the process has aimed to raise
awareness of the project and involve as many
as possible through a variety of ways that are
accessible and appropriate to the communities
and stakeholders linked to the project.

14 December 2020

26 November 2020

Epping Forest District Council
Youth Councillors Meeting
6 attendees

Over 3,000 flyers
distributed to homes
and local businesses

10 November 2020
Stakeholder Meeting
Elected Members
12 attendees

17 December 2020
Feedback Form
73 responses

26 November 2020
Exhibition live

11 November 2020

Stakeholder Meeting
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
5 attendees

18 November 2020

Stakeholder Meeting
Existing Site Tenants Meeting
24 attendees

16 February 2021

Stakeholder Meeting
Elected Members
and Neighbourhood
Plan Steering Group
14 attendees

26 November 2020
Website live
Over 1,200 visits

One to one meetings
Public Consultation - 3 Weeks
EVENT
DIARY
November 2020

December 2020

2021
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We are continually working to make sure those
who have an active interest in, or are impacted
by the project, are kept informed and involved
throughout the engagement process.
Please see the Stakeholder Map, illustrating local
groups and organisations who may be interested.
This aims to show a cross-section of stakeholders
situated around the site. The mapping is
constantly being updated, please let us know
if there are any groups you believe should be
considered.
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Carlimits †
AMG Logistic Solutions †
Delta Membrane Systems Ltd †
Essex Extreme Ltd †
Essex Emergency Services †
Kings Transport Services Ltd †
Booker †
ATC Driver Training †
Pretloves †
Willis Wheels †
Brooke & Sons Limited †
Thompson Dairy Foods †
Sunstop Limited †
Lightwood Logistics †
Advance Evolution
Simply Washrooms Ltd
On Wood Products
A & C Coachworks Ltd
Weald Aviation Service Ltd †
Best Mailing Services Ltd †
Bell Technologies Ltd
Swift Travel †
Ace Roofing and Building Ltd †
Becro Engineering Ltd †
Peachey Garages Ltd
Mojo Investments Limited
Polished Concrete Specialists †
North Weald Market †
North Weald Carboot †
Royal Air Force (RAF): North Weald &
Ongar Branch †
National Air Police Service (NPAS) †
Norwegian Air Force †
HMRC North Weald †
South East Local Enterprise
Partnership*
Essex Chambers Of Commerce*
London Stansted Cambridge
Corridor (LSCC)*

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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9.
10.
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14.

RESIDENT ASSOCIATIONS
1.

North Weald Bassett
Neighbourhood Plan

2.

Loughton Resident Association*

FAITH
1.
2.

The Parish Church of Saint Andrew
North Weald Methodist Church

Experience Megastore †
North Weald Flight Training †
North Weald Golf Range
Shooters Football Ltd
Epping Archers †
Energise Kick boxing
North Weald Par 3 Golf Course
North Weald Flying Group
Epping Forest Gym Club
Epping Forest Pistol Club †
Epping North Weald Flying Group †
Epping Forest Walking Club*
West Essex Ramblers Club*
Epping Cycling Club*

HEALTH
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

GreenAcres Epping Forest
GreenAcres Cemetery & Ceremonial
Park
GTF Tree Care
Friends of Epping Forest*
Tree Council*
HOSPITALITY
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4.

Wings Cafe †
The Squadron †
Phoenix Epping Hotel*
Elm Croft Guest House*
YOUTH & EDUCATION

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Scribbles Day Nursery
St Andrews C of E Voluntary Aided
Primary School
The Village Pre-school
3rd North Weald Scout Group
North Weald Nursery
Epping Forest Youth Council*
HERITAGE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

North Weald Airfield Museum †
The Heritage Aircraft Trust
North Weald Village Hall
North Weald Basset Cemetery
North Weald Airfield War Memorial
North Weald Parish Council
North Weald Basset & District Rural
Preservation Society*

Weald Hall Residential Home
The Limes Medical Centre
North Weald Chemist
Cunningham House - Assisted Living
Essex & Herts Air Ambulance
First Care Line Pharmacy
LOCAL GROUPS

1.
2.
3.
4.

Voluntary Action Epping Forest
North Weald Neighbourhood Watch
One Epping Forest*
North Weald Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group*
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BUSINESS

6.2 Stakeholder Mapping

26

69

District Councillors:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Peter Bolton - North Weald Bassett
Jaymey McIvor - North Weald Bassett
Anthony Jackson - North Weald and
Nazeing
Alex Burghart - Brentwood and Ongar
Constituency
Heather Brady - Epping Forest Distict
Council

Parish Councillors:
North Weald Village Ward:
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Nigel Bedford
Terry Blanks
Alan Buckley
Anne Grigg
George Mulliner
Andrew Tyler
Sheila Jackman MBE
Mark Stroud
Dawn Wood

Thornwood Common Ward:
15. Baden Clegg
16. Richard Spearman
Hastingwood Ward:
17. Brian Eldridge
18. Andy Irvine
19. Carmela Coop-Rodia
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POLITICAL STAKEHOLDERS
Stanford Rivers Parish Council:

Cabinet Members:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

John Adams
John Glover
Basil Hollington
Sheila Jackman
Robert Jackson
Turgut Saridja
Matt Tallon

Theydon Garnon (South):
8. Richard Clay
9. David Cook
10. Lesley Jones
11. Jason Robertson
12. Sally Corrigan
Bobbingworth:
13. Paul Stevens
14. Dee Hannis
15. Robert Schwier
Theydon Mount (South):
16. John Fradd
17. Keith Farrow
Epping Hemnall:
18. Cherry McCredie
19. Janet Whitehouse
20. Jon Whitehouse
Epping Lindsey and Thornwood Common:

Chris Whitbread
Alan Lion
Syd Stavrou
Aniket Patel
Nigel Bedford
Holly Whitbread
John Philip
Nigel Avey
Sam Kane
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6.3 Local Demographics and
Consultation Participation
North Weald Airfield is located in Epping Forest
District Council in Essex County. Epping Forest is
the sixth largest district in Essex by population.
Compared to the rest of England, the District
had higher levels of people aged 45-64 and 65
and over, with the proportion of those 65 and
over projected to grow substantially by 2033. You
can find out more about the District’s population
profile in the Emerging Local Plan.

Consultation participation
The engagement process aimed to reach as large
an audience as possible within the community.
Flyers were sent to homes and businesses
of North Weald Village, Hastingwood and
Thornwood, sharing the consultation to the Parish
as a whole, to engage with as many as possible.
To understand who provided feedback, we
asked respondents what best describes their
relationship to the site. The majority of those who
engaged in the consultation were residents (77%).

There are 24 Parish and Town Councils in
Epping Forest District. North Weald Airfield
is within North Weald Bassett Parish, which
has a population of 6,039 people. The 3 main
settlements in the parish are North Weald Village,
Thornwood Common
and Hastingwood.
In the 2011 census, the population of North Weald
Bassett was made up of approximately 51%
females and 49% males, with a median age of 44.
There is a higher number of middle-aged people
in North Weald Bassett, ranging from 30-59. The
population of North Weald Bassett as a whole,
is older than the national average. North Weald
Bassett has a higher level of residents born in the
UK (90.9%) than the national average; it does not
have a significant immigrant population.

1%
1%

3%
18%

21. Les Burrows
22. Chris Whitbread
23. Holly Whitbread
County Councillors:
1. Anthony Jackson - North Weald and Nazeing
2. Maggie McEwan - Essex County Council

77%

Resident
Site Tenant Landowner/User
Adjoining Landowner
Community Member
Other
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6.4 Communication and
Promotion

Mapping Consultees
We also asked respondents to share their
postcode details if they would like, to give us
an indication of where feedback came from.
Contact details could not always be collected, as
many individuals viewed the public consultation
materials without completing feedback forms.

A communications strategy was developed to
reach out to the local community, to provide
information on the project and the opportunity to
share
their feedback.

The below maps out consultation participants who
provided their details.

Project Website
The project website was launched to host the
public consultation in November 2020. It shares
details about the project, team, engagement
process and provides access to all materials.
Updates are regularly made to share projectrelated news, updated to FAQs and materials.
You can visit the project website at:
www.nwairfieldconsultation.co.uk
Key
64 Consultees mapped

North Weald
Airfield

Project Overview

Background

Consultation & Engagement

Timeline

Welcome to the consultation website
regarding the Strategic Masterplan
for North Weald Airfield. This
website will keep you up to date
with the consultation programme,
Strategic Masterplan updates and
how you can get involved and share
your feedback.

News & Updates

Contact Us

Igniminiae. Rum quae volorem quaeptae net aliatem

Project Overview
Epping Forest District Council is currently producing a masterplan for the development
of employment land on the eastern-side of the North Weald airfield. The site has been
identified for employment opportunities in the emerging Epping Forest District Council’s
Local Plan. Find out more at www.efdclocalplan.org.
The Council is preparing a strategic masterplan to guide future development of the site
(planning applications) — providing the layout for future growth and development.
Epping Forest District Council is consulting those interested on the emerging proposals
over the next few months, including the local community. The aim of this engagement
is to inform people of the process and why it is happening, to gather opinions to ensure
that local people’s concerns are understood, and to develop ideas and solutions that are
informed by local knowledge and issues.
This is early engagement in the process and no decisions have been made. This is not a
statutory consultation. A six-week formal public consultation will take place on the draft
strategic masterplan, once approved by the Council’s Cabinet likely in May/June 2021.

5 located off map
Site Boundary

Background
In late 2019, the Council appointed a team led by
Project Managers (Turner & Townsend), Planning
Consultants and Masterplanners (RPS) and Public
Engagement Consultants (Soundings). They have
been carrying out technical studies of the site, and
research to inform the plan development and these
conversations.

North Weald
Airfield

M25
M1

M11
M25

M40

The Emerging Local Plan
North Weald Airfield is identified as New
Employment Site Allocation NWB.E4 in the emerging
Local Plan for:

LONDON

M4

M3

• 10ha of additional Business, General Industrial and
Storage or Distribution floorspace

M20

• Retention and expansion of aviation uses
• New access from Epping Road
M23

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Site Location

The Strategic Masterplan Vision and Objectives are:

M11
Junction 7

• Provide significant local employment and
entrepreneurial opportunities.

M

11

• Be ambitious and sustainable using new
technology and infrastructure and make the best
possible use of the local environment.

A414

hL

North
Weald Airfield
Masterplan Area
Epp

ing

Roa

d

Aerial view of North Weald Airfield with site boundary

N
Consultation & Engagement

ay
nW

rli

Me

urc

• Bring forward heritage and museum
developments that fully reflect and celebrate the
local history of the airfield and it’s importance to
the local community.

ane

• Support the continuation of and further
development of the airfield, including maintaining
it’s runway, control tower and weather station
facilities, providing hangarage and other facilities.

Ch

• Phased development with five Hectares of
employment space by 2027 and a further five
Hectares by 2032

M26
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Social Media Platforms

Project Mailing list

Flyers

Posters

Short posts were also shared on a range of
social media platforms to promote the public
consultation and reach a variety of individuals.
The consultation was shared through Epping
Forest Council’s website and social media, as
well as the Council’s separate ‘Visit Epping
Forest’ website. There were over 10 social media
posts shared during the three-week consultation
period, posted on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter.

In the beginning of the project, introductory
emails were sent to more than 30 stakeholders
within the area. Emails offered introductory
group meetings with the project team to discuss
the employment site and emerging Strategic
Masterplan.

Over 3,000 paper flyers were distributed to
homes and businesses of North Weald Village,
Hastingwood and Thornwood. This included
information on the engagement process, key
dates and how provide feedback on the emerging
proposals.

Paper posters were also displayed on 11 notice
boards across North Weald, managed by the
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

Email updates were also sent throughout
November-December 2020, reminding
stakeholders and registered individuals of
consultation dates and various ways to share
feedback. The mailing list has over 200 contacts
who receive project updates.

North Weald
Airfield

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
26 November - 17 December 2020
Epping Forest District Council is seeking
your feedback on the emerging proposals for the
North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan

eal
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rth
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Air

Epping Forest District Council are in the beginning stages of preparing a Strategic
Masterplan for the North Weald Airfield employment site which will guide future
development at the site.

eld

We are undertaking consultation with the local community to hear your aspirations and
priorities for the site and to gather your feedback on the emerging strategic masterplan
proposals. This is an opportunity for you to input on the process ahead of statutory
consultation, which will be held in Spring/Summer 2021 and will run for a further six
weeks.
Due to social distancing restrictions as a result of coronavirus, we are unfortunately
unable to hold our exhibition in person. We will therefore be uploading our proposals to
an online exhibition hosted on the project website.
There are a range of ways you can provide your feedback, head to our website for
further information

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Epping Forest District Council is seeking
your feedback on the emerging proposals for the
North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan
We invite you to view the information online at
www.nwairfieldconsultation.co.uk and provide your feedback

You can view the information online at
www.nwairfieldconsultation.co.uk and provide
your feedback using the online feedback form
from the 26 November - 17 December 2020.
Online from the
26 November 2020 until
the 17 December 2020

You can also email us your form at
northwealdairfield@soundingsoffice.com.

W. nwairfieldconsultation.co.uk
T. +44 (0)20 7729 0770
E. northwealdairfield@soundingsoffice.com
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6.5 Engagement Events and Tools

Flyer distribution area, covering over
3,000 homes and businesses

Below is a list of different engagement tools and
events from the engagement.

Key
Hastingwood
Thornwood
North Weald Bassett
Site Boundary
Parish Boundary

Stakeholder meetings

Public consultation

In November and December 2020, four
stakeholder meetings were held with local
groups. These discussions introduced the project,
team and upcoming process, alongside gaining an
understanding of community aspirations for
the site.

A three week public consultation was launched in
November 2020 to share the emerging Strategic
Masterplan and gain views from the community.
Printed materials were posted on request, with
this option stated on the flyers sent to local
homes.

Stakeholder groups met with:

Public consultation date: November 26th - 17th
December 2020

• Epping Forest District Council Elected
Members
• Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
• Site Tenants of North Weald
• Epping Forest District Council Youth
Councillors
For details of the discussions held, please see
Chapter 3 of this report.

Exhibition ‘drop-in’ one-to-one Meetings
Optional online sessions were held via Zoom to
provide individuals the opportunity to discuss
the consultation materials, share thoughts and
ask questions on the emerging proposals. This
would usually occur in person during public
consultation, but due to the current health
situation, we offered to have these via phone or
video calls with the project team.

N
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North Weald
Airfield

Presentations

March
2021

al
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Air

Due to COVID-19 and current health restrictions,
we are holding the meeting virtually via Zoom.
This presentation will be recorded.

Identification and
testing of Options

Nov
2020

August
2021 Cabinet to endorse the

strategic masterplan
as material planning
consideration to guide future
development at the site

weeks statutory consultation
will be undertaken with the
public

Ag e nda

North Weald
Airfield

03. Site Considerations

• Provision of 10ha of additional B1/B2/
B8 industrial and warehouse uses

05. Discussion

• Strong market demand for new
employment space in close proximity
to the M25/M11

03
Video & audio
functions

• Job creation
• Variety of size/type of units, to provide
for start-up/incubator through to
larger units

Si te C o n s i de rati o n s

Can be used
as interactions
with the
presenters
throughout

Click here to
open the chat
function

• Help North Weald Bassett become
self-sufficient by boosting the
commercial offer at the airfield,
realising a long-term future as a
larger provider of employment

North Weald
Airfield

As landowners EFDC have
commissioned T&T to develop
a strategic masterplan for the
airfield site as required by the
emerging Local Plan.

Overseeing the strategic
masterplan process from
inception to completion.

RPS are both the
Planning Consultants and
Masterplanners working
on the development of the
strategic masterplan. RPS
are also preparing the
environmental surveys to
inform the Masterplan

Engaging with stakeholders
and the community for the
development of North Weald
Airfield strategic masterplan.

02

M11

Lane

M40

Way

M3

8

North Weald
Airfield

• 1,050 homes proposed

• Support for continued use of the airfield for aviation and related
activities

• Local centre including, retail, community, and
appropriate provision of health facilities; new
primary school

Key
North Weald Airfield site
Existing Roads
Existing Airfield Access
Existing Industrial Estate Access

• Design of new buildings in the employment area (NWB. E4)
should be of scale and height which does not compromise
future aviation operations

• Improvement and provision of public open space

• Support for a pedestrian and cycle link between North Weald
Airfield and North Weald Bassett Masterplan

• Special Protection Area, site of importance for
nature conservation

• Support use of the Airfield for Heritage and military events
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group will be actively
involved in the process of the strategic masterplan for North
Weald Airfield, so residents feedback is considered at an early
stage.

14

• Support for continued review of impact of aviation on the
environment

M11

• Connecting to the adjacent historic village of North
Weald
Airside activities
• These will be maintained

12

Epping Forest

North Weald
Bassett

1

The Parish Church of
Saint Andrew

22

Swift Travel

23

Ace Roofing and Building
Ltd

24

Becro Engineering Ltd

25

Peachey Garages Ltd

26

Mojo Investments Limited

27

Polished Concrete Specialists

1

1

North Weald Bassett
Cemetary
North Weald Carboot

2

5
1

14

9
10

11

1

NORTH WEALD
BASSET

20

5 2 3
23
8
7
13
11
8
27
12
21
22 1
6

7

Broader Site Area
Site Boundary

25

Water
Runway
Building outline

Key
North Weald Airfield site
Long lease tenants
Existing buildings within the site

Existing buildings outside site
HMRC Lorry Park
North Weald Airfield Museum

Control Tower

Control Tower

Norway House (former Officers’ Mess)

King’s Head Pub

Parish Church of St Andrew

Church Cottage

Key
North Weald Airfield site
Flood risk

23

Contamination

Noise

• There are a number of potential contamination
sources on site (and pollutant linkages)
including diesel tanks.

• The main existing noise sources are the road traffic
on the M11 and air traffic.

• A Geo-Environmental Site Investigation will be
required in the future to determine the presence
of any contaminants and a suitable remediation
strategy.

• With appropriate design and mitigation, the
development should be able to meet appropriate
standards.

• There is potential noise impact on existing housing.

Energy

Air Quality

• Various measures are being proposed for the
future energy strategy including high insultation
standards, very efficient building services and
installation of solar panels.

• There is an AQMA 4.2km to the south-east of the site.
• Air quality at the site is generally good.
• There are nearby human health receptors (residents
on Epping Road) and the Epping Forest SSSI
which may be affected by development if there is a
substantial alteration in traffic flow on the B18.

24

M11
Junction 7

A414

• Location for a new Air Traffic Control Tower and
retain existing one for reuse
• Provide a range of unit sizes including some with
airfield access (if required)
Access and Movement
• Main access point to site via M11
• Create new access to the airfield from Epping Road
and a separate access point for airside security.
• There is no existing access point from the village
however the new south link provides this access.

A ppro ac h to th e
M aste rpl an

• Consider new north-south new spine road to
improve general traffic in the village and local road
network
Epping Rd

Key

Key transport links
Epping Forest

Open Space

24

N

• The installation of a Combined Heat and Power
unit has potential and is considered the most
appropriate technology to reduce carbon dioxide
subject to feasibility.

to Epping

Key
North Weald Airfield site boundary
North Weald Bassett Masterplan

Legend

10

Other

2

2 2

1

9

North Weald Bassett
Neighbourhood Plan

1

17

15
19

• There is potential for asbestos in the existing
buildings.

04

Links to the North Weald Bassett
Masterplan for residential expansion

B181

Weald Hall Residential
Home

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

Other environmental considerations

Village:

• Do not support landscaping features which may increase the
risk of bird strikes to aircrafts

North Weald Airfield
Museum

1

• Retain and not disadvantage future airfield
expansion opportunities

Flood Risk

SANG

1

Best Mailing Services Ltd
Bell Technologies Ltd

Layout
• Accommodate 10ha of B1/B2/B8 proposed by the
Local Plan Allocation

Landscape, Views and Ecology

• Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Scribbles Day Nursery

St Andrews C of E
Voluntary Aided Primary
School

Weald Aviation Service
Ltd

21

2

North Weald
Airfield

Heritage Assets

• Key natural and recreational asset for the District
and the wider area, including London

1
2

A & C Coachworks Ltd

19
20

TYLERS
GREEN

1

18

Other Environmental Considerations

Transport and Road Network

Epping Forest:

• Encourage use of Control Tower for local community use,
including heritage educational events

11

A4

Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace (SANG):

Simply Washrooms Ltd
On Wood Products

18

16

Masterplan Principles

Exisiting Airfield Operations and Safety
Regulations

• New and improved cycle linkages within area

16
17

26

1

6

1

21

Existing Buildings and Long Lease Tenants

A414

Wings Café
The Squadron

• Consultation required with the Council’s
Conservation Officer and Historic England

Masterplan drivers
(Economic, social, environmental)

to Harlow

1
2

Advance Evolution

E

Summary of Masterplan Drivers and Site Considerations

3

Policy areas for North Weald Airport:

Sunstop Limited
Lightwood Logistics

15

ne

access outside main airfield
(not to airfield operations)

Neighbouring North Weald Bassett Masterplan:

Green buffers
• Green buffers should be created between existing
development and future development so that residents who
once enjoyed a position on the edge of a settlement do not
find themselves in the middle of one and continue to have
some form of access to open space.
• Green Buffers should be between 15 and 20 metres and
accommodate recreational facilities with cycling and
pedestrian paths.
• New buildings should overlook these buffers in order to
create active frontages and provide natural surveillance.

Thompson Dairy Foods

13
14

La

• Potential for archaeological remains
of medium (regional) importance to be
present on site

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

Site Context

12

1

es

e
h lan
Churc

10

Ro

North Weald Air
Museum and Memorial

Sensitive Edge
Protected views from Control Tower
Existing Landscaping

Epping Forest Pistol Club

Epping and North Weald
Flying Club

an

M11

Environment
• Trees and Hedges, Wildlife friendly, Environment and
Energy Efficient solutions.
• Church Lane road width varies between 4.60 metres
to the south and 4.00 metres to the north and it has no
footways. The road is rural in character and meanders
with countryside views and hedgerows on each side.

North Weald Bassett Neighbourhood Plan

Norway House
Former Officers Mess

Key
North Weald Airfield site
North Weald Airfield Museum and Memorial
Views in and out of site

22

Excerpt from emerging Local Plan

M11

Integration
• Future developments will integrate in to each
settlement’s unique character and housing design,
with improved sustainable transport links to
neighbouring villages and towns, and enhancing each
area’s individual sense of community.

9

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald Bassett Neighbourhood Plan

The Steering Group has undertaken high-level
consultation within the Plan area to define a series of
policy areas to drive draft policies relating to the village
and airfield, including:

M23
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Kings Head
Public House

Adoption expected mid 2021.

M26

7

The North Weald Bassett Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group was established to support the production of a
Neighbourhood Plan for the area.

The Local Plan Inspector is due to consider the
modifications in December 2020.

M20

A six week formal public consultation will then
take place on the draft masterplan in May/June
2021 prior to its endorsement.

10

11

C

• No statutory designated archaeological
assets within 1km of site

• This could be achieved through a range
of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS)
techniques such as permeable paving,
filter strips and localised swales.

• Additional survey work and consultation
with Natural England

39

lin

Willis Wheels

Brooke & Sons Limited

• Impact on the Control Tower could be
partially mitigated through use as a
publicly accessible heritage centre

• Development would be required to achieve
greenfield runoff rates — a basis for
surface water runoff, or the flow of water
occurring on the ground surface.

existing
Air Traffic
Control tower

10
11

• Mitigation required to avoid impact to
the Control Tower and Norway House,
including consideration to the heights and
layouts of buildings

• Built development proposed on the site
should be avoided in the above area, or
appropriate mitigation applied.

• Various areas of the site are considered
suitable to support protected species

North Weald Flying Group
Epping Forest Gym Club

• Heritage related to the operation of the
Airfield and Grade II* Church of St Andrew

• Areas within the central extent of the site
(towards North Weald Brook) are at risk of
surface water flooding.

• Several statutory designated sites in
proximity (Epping Forest, Church Lane
Flood Meadow and Weald Common Flood
Meadow) - potential for impact from
changes in air quality

8
9

Heritage and Archaeology

• The site is at low risk of flooding from
fluvial sources (Flood Zone 1)

Ecology

The Council has submitted proposed Main
Modifications to the emerging Local Plan to
the Local Plan Inspector. These will be subject
to consultation.
• The requirement for a Leisure Centre as part of
New Employment Site Allocation NWB.E4 North
Weald Airfield is proposed to be removed

LONDON

Chu

rch

M4

W

Flood Risk

Church
Cottage

• Ongoing work to agree viewpoints with
the Council’s landscape officer for
further assessment

B1

11
M

A414

Parish Chuch
of St Andrew

• Proposals to consider impact on views,
including 4 views from eastern boundary
and 2 longer from north and south west

ATC Driver Training
Pretloves

18

Flood Risk

Landscape and Views

8
9

4
3

HMRC Inland Border Facility to northern
part of Masterplan area - temporary use
expected up to December 2022 (allowance
for uses until 2025)

North Weald
Airfield

Landscape and Ecology

North Weald Airfield is identified as New
Employment Site Allocation NWB.E4 in the
emerging Local Plan for:
• 10ha of additional Business, General
Industrial and Storage or Distribution
floorspace
• Retention and expansion of aviation uses
• New access from Epping Road
• Phased development with planned trajectory
of 5ha by 2022/23 to 2026/27 and a further
5ha by 2027/28 to 2031/32

North Weald
Airfield

Lane

existing
primary access

20

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

rage

Vica

existing
access

ing

Planning Policy - Draft Local Plan

M1

to A414

to Epp

Existing control Tower
Potential Control
Tower and fire station
relocation

North Weald Par 3 Golf
Course

• Provision of ancillary uses
(complementary uses which support
employment uses or are associated
with the airfield, such as a cafe and
airfield museum)

existing
access

Further liaison with ECC Highways officer required
to complete the transport assessment.

105m strip
75m strip
Airside security fence
Runway end safety area

7

North Weald
Airfield

Route north to the A414 is preferable but additional
highway works are likely required (e.g. enlargement
of A414 roundabout to cope with HGV traffic).

Key
Airport Boundary
Height Limitations
140m strip

Booker

Heritage Assets

Potential for transport and air quality effects if the
whole site has access onto B181. Further review
of the access and management arrangement is
required in consultation with ECC Highways.

New main
airfield entrance

Epping Archers

Energize Kickboxing

7

• Retention and re-use of existing Grade
II listed Control Tower and provision of
new control tower

• Create a development that is
complementary to the North Weald
Bassett village expansion and create
jobs for new residents

The B181 is the main route through North Weald
Bassett and runs through Epping Forest.

New dedicated airport entrance to avoid
conflicts with new development traffic

19

M25

Mer

• Consideration of technical/
environmental surveys and reporting

Volume and type of traffic will be largely dependent
on the uses (e.g. B1 Business, B2 Industrial and B8
Storage or Distribution).

Runway End Safety Areas (RESAs) kept
outside of developable area

Background

M25

ad

• Create pedestrian and cycling
connections from Airfield Masterplan
Area to North Weald Bassett
residential Masterplan Area

Access to the wider highway network to the north
(A414), and to the south (B181).

Runway Strips acknowledged for both
Code 2 and Code 3 runway operations

Shooters Football Ltd

5
6

Long lease tenants - up to 115 year leases

ay
W

Stakeholder &
Public Engagement

M11
Junction 7

g Ro

• Provide new spine road north/south
through the Masterplan area to reduce
traffic on Church Lane

lin

Planning Consultant &
Masterplanner

North Weald
Airfield

Eppin

• Protect the proud and rich military
history of North Weald Bassett and the
economic role of the airfield

• Provide the opportunity for relocation
of existing tenants within Masterplan

er

Epping Forest District Council will be consulting
interested parties on the emerging proposals
including the local community.

• Retention and expansion of aviation
uses to the west of main runway

• Provide new secure access to airfield
from Epping Road

M

Project Manager

Location plan

North
Weald Airfield
Masterlpan Area

• Scheme to be delivered within
existing airfield operations and
safety regulations (including runway
clearance zones)

ch
Churne
la

Land Owners

North Weald Flight
Training

North Weald Golf Range

4

Kings Transport Services
Ltd

Existing group of buildings in southern
part of Masterplan site (including Hangars
1, 3 and 5, Booker Cash & Carry, Bassett
Business Unit and North Weald Airfield
Museum)

Social Drivers

North Weald
Airfield

Runway Obstacle Limitation Surfaces
(OLS) checked to ensure airfield
safeguarding through new development

5

The site is identified for employment opportunities
in the emerging Local Plan.

Environmental Drivers

M11

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

The strategic Masterplan objectives are to:
• Provide significant local employment and
entrepreneurial opportunities
• Encourage new technology, sustainability and to
enhance the local natural environment
• Support the continuation of and further
development of the airfield
• Reflect local history of airfield and importance of
the airfield to the local community

Cabinet approval of
draft plan for statutory
consultation

Transport and Road Network
Take-off distance
available dependent
on nearest obstacle

Experience Megastore

2
3

Essex Extreme Ltd
Essex Emergency
Services

Existing Buildings and Long Lease Tenants

17

Existing Airfield Operations and Safety Regulations

1

AMG Logistic Solutions
Delta Membrane Systems Ltd

5
6

North Weald
Airfield

• In the County Council and Local
Environmental Plan for growth

04. Approach to the Masterplan

New development designed to safeguard
runway operations in accordance with
Civil Aviation Authority and European
Union Aviation Safety Agency guidance

Epping Forest District Council is producing a
strategic masterplan to guide development of
North Weald Airfield Masterplan area.

Developing masterplan
in response to
community feedback

15

Economic Drivers

02. Background

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

Workshops with key
stakeholder groups
during public exhibition

March
2021

North Weald
Airfield

Introductions

A Strategic Masterplan for North Weald Airfield

Jan
2021

Carlimits

4

2
3

Stakeholders mapped:
Youth and Education
• Businesses
• Sports, leasure & wellbeing
• Environment
Heritage
• Hospitality
• Youth & education
Health
• Heritage
• Health
Faith Group
• Faith
• Resident associations
Residents Association
• Neighbourhood and local groups

Digital exhibition
sharing emerging
strategic masterplan

14

2

Int roduc t ions

Nov
2020

Deliver flyer
locally to inform of
engagement

01. Introductions

Presentation
• A copy of this presentation will be shared after
the meeting

01

Key stakeholder
group meetings

Consultation and
engagement to inform
draft masterplan

May /
June
2021 If agreed by cabinet, six

Nov
2020

Masterplan Drivers

Audio functions
• Please keep your microphone muted unless you
are speaking - try to refrain from talking over
others or wait until directed by the meeting
facilitator to speak.
Questions
• Please ask questions by using the chatbox or
get the facilitator’s attention by waving your
hand.
• At the end of the presentation there will be the
opportunity for a Q&A session where we would
like your feedback and input.

We are
here

d

Video functions
• Please turn your camera off for the duration of
the presentation for better bandwidth.

10 November 2020
7-8pm

Defining the baseline
context

13

Virtual meeting etiquette

Strategic Masterplan
Councillor Briefing

Preferred option will be
signed off by Cabinet for
statutory consultation

June Oct 2020

1

ay
W

dA

Aug20
-ongoing

Sport and Leisure
Key stakeholderBusiness
groups to engage
with:
• Elected Members (County, District,
Parish, Cabinet Councillors)
• Council officers
• Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
• Site tenants and airfield users
(including HMRC, Royal Air Force,
Norwegian Air Force...)
• Adjacent landowners
• Youth Council
• Amenity groups
Hospitality
• Statutory stakeholders

in
erl
M
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We are engaging with key stakeholders including Councillors, businesses,
site tenants, adjacent landowners and community groups to aid the
development of the emerging North Weald Airfield strategic masterplan.

M11

rt
No

d

• Policy E1 of the emerging Local Plan as a New Employment Site Allocation (NWB.E4) for 10 ha B1/B2/B8 uses
• Council prepared a Strategic Masterplanning Briefing Note (October 2018)
• Council now preparing a strategic masterplan to guide future development of the site in accordance with the requirements set
out in the emerging Local Plan (Policy SP 3) — providing the layout for future growth and development

We are
here

North Weald
Airfield

el
irfi

Stakeholder Map
Stakeholder
Map
North Weald Airfield

Engagement Process

Establishing the
Planning Performance
Agreement

A presentation was prepared to help introduce
the Strategic Masterplan during stakeholder
meetings. The presentation shared the location,
site opportunities and constraints, draft plans and
the programme for upcoming consultation.

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

Process for preparing the Strategic Masterplan

Roa
d

Engagement Tools

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Consultation Report

ping

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Consultation Report

Ep
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Key
North Weald Airfield site
Height Limitations
Long lease buildings

Heritage buildings
Ecology Area
Flood risk

Existing roads
Existing Access
Existing Industrial Access

27

Development Parcels - Phasing
New Spine Road
Existing Highways
Alternative route

New Road Junction
Landscape Buffer
Retain View
16m height restriction zone

80

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Consultation Report

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

Masterplan Principles
Operations
• Not impede existing airfield operations and safety
regulations

Emerging Masterplan

Suggested Phasing for development

to M11
via A414

• Phase B: 2nd stage of development

• Provide opportunities for existing tenants to relocate
(if required)

• Phase C: 3rd stage of development due to existing
occupiers and potential for relocation to Phase A and/or B

M

• Introduce ancillary uses to complement development
(café, new museum)
er
lin

Heritage
• Consider opportunities to promote the military history
of the airfield

• Phase D: Complimentary uses developed at any stage

e
h lan
Churc

ay
W

• HMRC facilities until end 2022 and relationship with
the Masterplan area

C1

• Promote walking and cycling
• Connect to adjoining SANG and residential masterplan
area

28

Operations
• Space between proposed
buildings and runway to protect
ongoing and future use of the
airfield, with areas identified
for new development within the
airfield itself as part of any future
expansion plans

B2
B1

Sustainability
• Green buffers

• Respond to findings of environmental studies and
surveys

Access and Movement
• Spine road and new access
points, with new separate access
to airfield from Epping Road

A1 A2

• Protect key environmental features and their settings
(heritage buildings and views)

C2

Rd
Epping

Key

New Road Junction
Landscape Buffer
Retain View
16m height restriction zone

Development Parcels - Phasing
New Spine Road
Existing Highways
Alternative route

• Complement wider ambitions to grow North Weald
Bassett village

Key
Development Parcels - Phasing
New Spine Road
Existing Highways
Alternative route

29

to M11
via A414

North Weald
Airfield

Emerging Masterplan

New Road Junction
Landscape Buffer
Retain View
16m height restriction zone

30

North Weald
Airfield

complimentary
uses

Benefits

• 106,882sqm of re-developed
floorspace
• Mix of units size ranging
from 1,356 to 18,580sqm

• Landscaping within the site and
on sensitive boundaries to provide
buffers and screening

proposed
Air Traffic
Control tower

existing
Air Traffic
Control
tower

Small units - 0,25 - 2,800 sqm

Mid units - 2,800 - 6,500 sqm

Large Units - 6,500-23,000 sqm

Environmental Benefits

• Highly sustainable development which
will incorporate the highest standards
for construction, energy, waste,
drainage management etc.

• Delivery of employment space for
entrepreneurial businesses
• A range of unit sizes

• The commercial offer at the airfield
will be boosted; it becomes selfsufficient and it’s long term future is
realised

Harrods FBO - Luton Airport

Rolls Royce Heritage Hangar

Rd
Epping

• Green buffer
• More trees/ecology on the site
• Potential to foster various protected
species

Potential Hangar

- East Midlands Airport

New main
airfield entrance

Economic Benefits

• Jobs for local people and indirect jobs
for a number of linked businesses

• Improvements to the airfield including
access and new Air Traffic Control

• Opportunity for relocation of
North Weald Airfield Museum and
complimentary uses in northern
area

31

New main
airfield entrance

North Weald
Airfield

Proposed Uses - Examples

Layout
• Mix of Class B1, B2 and B8
industrial and warehouse uses,
some with potential for airside access

• Retention of listed control tower for
alternative use and provision of a
new control tower

33
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North Weald
Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

Questions & discussion points

Thank you

We would like to know you views on:
Layout and Uses
• The layout & mix of unit sizes

Community
• Green buffer to retain village edge

• Site amenities (for employment uses)

• Approach to retaining community uses eg.
market, car shows, fun days, charity events etc

• The airfield museum

North Weald
Airfield

• Phasing plan

• Any other important considerations

Access and Movement
• New spine road

Programme and Process
• Proposed programme and process

• New airfield access on Epping Road

05

Disc u ssion

The feedback form is used to gather thoughts
and responses on the materials share in the
consultation. This was available online via the
project website or individuals could request
a paper copy to their address. The feedback
received through consultation helps shape the
design and guides future development of the
employment site.

The emerging plan has been
developed taking all considerations
and principles into account.

D1

• Phase A: 1st stage with spine road

• Site entrances generally

• Thank you for participating!
• If you have any further questions or ideas you would like
to share with us please don’t hesitate to contact us at
northwealdairfield@soundingsoffice.com

• Any stakeholders missed
• Engaging in Lockdown/COVID

• Preference for directing industrial site traffic
Protecting the Environment
• Introduction of new green infrastructure
• Key considerations for sustainable development
• Any missed environmental considerations
Airfield Heritage
• What is important to retain and enhance
• Proposal for re use of Air Traffic Control tower
• Your suggestions?

35
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Feedback Form

North Weald
Airfield

Masterplan Principles

81

Social Benefits

• New north-south access road and
better local road network access
• Better connections & access to site
• New ancillary use (such as museum,
cafes, hotel)
• Retention of listed buildings
• Local military history is enhanced
• Land required is all in one land
ownership
• No impediment to existing airfield
operations

Respondents also had the option of dropping
paper feedback at the Thornwood Common
Parish Hall letterbox, or send for free via post to
Soundings.

82
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Public Consultation Materials

North Weald
Airfield

A Strategic Masterplan for North Weald Airfield
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We are keen to hear the views of local
people from a range of points of view, to
inform the next stage in developing this
strategic Masterplan.

Land at North Weald Airfield is identified
as New Employment Site Allocation
NWB.E4 in the emerging Local Plan for:

Roa

d

Employment site allocation of the North Weald Airfield Masterplan Area

North Weald Airfield

Epping

Fore
Loca st District
l Plan

*10ha is the size of approximately 18
football fields

Subm

North Weald’s identity is tied to the
historic presence of the of the Royal Air
Force in the village.

In late 2019 The Council appointed a
team led by Project Managers (Turner
& Townsend), Planning Consultants,
Masterplanners and Environmental
Consultants (RPS) and Public
Engagement Consultants (Soundings).
They have been carrying out technical
studies of the site, and research to
inform the plan development and
these conversations.

• Phased development with five
hectares of employment space
between 2022/23-2026/27 and a
further five between 2027/28-2031/32

Epping Forest District Local Plan
Submission Version 2017

ission

Versio

The masterplan responds to a market demand for
new employment space in proximity to the M25/M11.
Transport assessments are currently under-way and
the consultants are liaising with Essex County Council
Highways Officers to complete this; including a review
of access and management arrangements.

• The B181 (Epping Road) is the main
route through North Weald Bassett
and runs through Epping Forest and is
currently well used.

eW

Lan

Other Environmental Considerations

• Understanding the heritage assets
on and surrounding the site, and
the need to protect their settings,
conserve and enhance the historic
environment.

• Other environmental considerations
include noise, air quality,
sustainability and energy and
pollution.

08

There are many heritage assets to be considered
and the team will be consulting the Council’s
Conservation Officer and Historic England.

4.1

SITE ASSESSMENT AND IDENTIFICATION OF HERTAGE ASSETS

Grade II Control Tower

Grade II Church Cottage

Grade II* Parish Church of St Andrew

Grade II Control Tower

• Nearby listed buildings of Church of St
Andrew (Grade II*) and Norway House,
requiring a sensitive design response
to not impact their settings and
including consideration to the heights
and layouts of buildings proposed
• No statutory designated
archaeological assets within 1km
of site

existing
access
ad

g

pin

Ep

• Potential for transport and air quality
effects if the whole site has access
onto B181.

• Need to consider impact on key
landscape views in and out of the site
and to address the sensitive borders
with the Village of North Weald and
with the adjacent Norway House.

• See more on page 08.

• The ‘debt of honour’ and memorial in
front of the existing Museum in the
future plans

existing
primary access

• Route north to the A414 and the
M11 is preferable, but additional
highway works are likely required (e.g.
enlargement of A414 roundabout to
cope with HGV traffic).

epping
fore
planni st district
ng our
future

Character and Heritage Assets

• Need to consider potential impact
on air quality on the nearby
statutory designated sites of Epping
Forest, Church Lane Flood Meadow
and Weald Common Flood Meadow.
Also, some areas of the site are
considered suitable to support
protected species.

• See more on the following page 07.

Landscape and Views
(Sensitive Borders)

• The need to avoid impact to the
listed Air Traffic Control Tower by
considering its use as a publicly
accessible heritage space

• Volume and type of traffic will be
largely dependent on the uses (e.g.
B1 Business, B2 Industrial and B8
Storage or Distribution).
Memorial to Norwegian airmen who served
during World War II - Source: Glyn Baker

Ecology

• The site is at low risk of flooding
from fluvial sources (Flood Zone 1).
However, areas within the central
extent of the site (towards North
Weald Brook) are at risk of surface
water flooding and measures will be
needed to address this.

These include:

• Currently the main entrance to the
airfield is off Merlin Way. There is no
existing vehicular access to the wider
site from the B181.

• Bring forward heritage and museum
developments that fully reflect and
celebrate the local history of the
airfield and its importance to the local
community, including community
activities currently enjoyed.

Flood Risk

• Understanding the current road
network and airfield access and
wider transport issues to inform the
future plan.

• Heritage related to the operation of
the Airfield and its military history

• Access to the wider highway network
is to the north via the A414, and to the
south via the B181.

• Support the continuation of and
further development of the airfield,
including maintaining its runway,
control tower and weather station
facilities, providing hangarage and
other facilities.

n 2017

age
Vicar

existing
access

The below is an outline of the key
understanding and considerations to date:

• Be ambitious and sustainable using
new technology and infrastructure
and make the best possible use of the
local environment to produce energy,
manage water and drainage and
improve the natural environment.

• New access from Epping Road

Following consultation, the Council
has submitted proposed Main
Modifications to the emerging Local Plan
to the Local Plan Inspector. These will
be subject to consultation.

North Weald Airfield is an operational
aerodrome in North Weald Bassett in
Epping Forest, Essex. It was an important
fighter station during the Battle of Britain
and is the home of North Weald
Airfield Museum.

This is early in the process; no decisions
have been made. This is not a statutory
consultation. A six-week formal public
consultation will then take place on the
draft masterplan, once approved by the
Council’s Cabinet, likely in May/June 2021.

• Retention and expansion of
aviation uses

The Strategic Masterplan Vision and Objectives are:

Transport and Road Network

Site Considerations — Heritage

to A414

ay
W

ing

Employment site
allocation of the
North Weald Airfield
Masterplan Area

Site Considerations — Transport & Access

lin

Epp

y
Wa

The Local Plan Inspector is due to
consider the modifications in December
2020, with adoption expected mid 2021.

• The new development needs to
be designed to safeguard runway
operations in accordance with Civil
Aviation Authority and other regulations.
This involves height restrictions,
safety zones and the provision of a
dedicated airport entrance.

North Weald
Airfield

er

The aim of this engagement is to
inform people of the process and why
it is happening, to gather opinions to
ensure that local people’s concerns are
understood and to develop ideas and
solutions that are informed by local
knowledge and issues.

lin

r
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B181

• c.10ha of additional employment uses
B1 (Business), B2 (Industrial) and B8
(Storage & Distribution)*

North Weald Airfield Vision & Aspirations

• Provide significant local employment
and entrepreneurial opportunities;
supporting North Weald Bassett to
become self-sufficient by boosting
the commercial offer at the airfield,
realising a long-term future as a
larger provider of employment.

The requirement for a Leisure Centre as
part of New Employment Site Allocation
NWB.E4 North Weald Airfield is
proposed to be removed.

Existing Airfield Operations
and Safety Regulations

• There is an existing group of
buildings in the south of the site,
some with long leases. There is also
a temporary HMRC Inland Border
facility to the north of the site
expected to December 2022, with an
allowance for use until 2025.

07
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The site has been identified for
employment opportunities in the
emerging Epping Forest District
Council’s Local Plan. Find out more at
www.efdclocalplan.org

Epping Forest District Council is
consulting those interested on the
emerging proposals over the next few
months, including the local community.

Cabinet to endorse the
Strategic Masterplan
as material planning
consideration to guide future
development at the site

If agreed by the Cabinet, a
six-weeks public statutory
consultation will
be undertaken

Timeline of what has happened so far and next steps in preparing
the Strategic Masterplan for North Weald Airfield

North Weald
Airfield

Existing Buildings and
Long Lease Tenants

August
2021

May /June
2021

Draft Strategic Masterplan to
be signed off by the Cabinet
for statutory consultation

M

Epping Forest District Council as
landowner is currently producing a
masterplan for the development of
employment land on the eastern-side of
the North Weald airfield.

A414

The Council is preparing a Strategic
Masterplan to guide future development
of the site (planning applications) —
providing a provisional layout for future
growth and development.

rch
Chuane
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A Strategic Masterplan for
North Weald Airfield

March
2021

M11

This virtual exhibition shares the first
update from Epping Forest District
Council and next steps.

We are
here
Consultation and engagement
to inform draft masterplan

The Emerging Local Plan:

Welcome to this virtual community exhibition for
the North Weald Airfield strategic masterplan.

Identification and testing
options for the Strategic
Masterplan within
site assessment

Defining the baseline context,
identifying site considerations
and environmental surveys

Establishing the Planning
Performance Agreement

• During 2020, surveys have been
carried out along with commercial
consultations, options have been
considered and meetings held with
Cabinet and local councillors.

Why is this happening?

M11 Junction 7

A number of considerations will need to be taken account of in
developing the plans for the strategic masterplan for the airfield site.
June - Oct
2020

August 2020
-ongoing

• The Council prepared a Strategic
Masterplanning Briefing Note
(October 2018) explaining the
directives to providing the layout for
future growth and development of
the site.

02

06

Site Considerations — Overview

• The process for preparing the
strategic masterplan follows on
from its allocation in the emerging
Local Plan as a new employment Site
Allocation (NWB.E4)

North Weald
Airfield

01

North Weald
Airfield

05

What has happened so far?

To inform the community of the project and how
to get involved, information about the Strategic
Masterplan was shared on a website-friendly PDF.
These would usually be viewed in-person as large
exhibition boards, but were adapted for legibility
to A4 format. The material were published online
via the project website on 26 November 2020.
Individuals who did not have access to this online
were able to request a paper copy, an alternative
which was shared on flyers sent to all homes and
businesses in the Parish.

North Weald
Airfield

North Weald Airfield Strategic Masterplan Consultation Report

ping

to Ep

Key
North Weald Airfield employment site
1km radius from site
Grade II Listed Building (within 1km)

Key

Map of Transport and Access Considerations
Signage for North Weald Airfield Museum

Grade II* Listed Building
Scheduled Monument

Existing Airfield Access
Existing Industrial Estate Access

North Weald Airfield employment site
Existing Roads

Grade II King’s Head Pub

Ro

access outside
main airfield (not to
airfield operations)

B181

North Weald
Airfield

• Potential for archaeological remains
of medium (regional) importance to be
present on site

Grade II Norway House
(former Officer’s mess)

Figure 13: Designated Heritage Assets:1km Radius from Site

Designated Heritage Assets:1km Radius from North Weald Airfield Site
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North Weald
Airfield

Wider Site
Moat
A

N

E

S

L

A N

North Weald Bassett Area

E

Epping Forest

A414

Existing Roads
A414

North Weald Airfield Grade-II listed Control Tower

Airside Activities (area to the west of the
masterplan employment site):
• The airfield is currently used for
recreational activities, mostly private
and for military events. These will be
maintained and future-proofed

North Weald Airfield Gate Hurricane replica
Image source: North Weald Operations

A4

14

1

A414

B181

North
Weald Bassett
Masterplan Area

H

IG

H
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Principle 1 – Layout

B181

Site
Airside
Airfield

Moat

Future
SANG

HIGH

ROAD

R O
A D

Epping Forest: (green on the plan):
• To the south west and connected by
Epping Road lies Epping Forest the
natural and recreational asset and
destination for the District and the
wider area, including London
• Epping Forest is defined as a Special
Area of Conservation (SAC), a
protected area for species in their
natural habitat and any impacts on air
quality will need monitoring

A414

H

Neighbouring North Weald Bassett
Masterplan:
• 1,050 new homes proposed including
a local centre, community uses,
appropriate provision of health
facilities and a new primary school
• Improvement and provision of public
open space
• New and improved cycle linkages
within area

IG

North Weald Village (purple on the plan):
• The airfield is part of the Village of
North Weald and locals are proud of
the connection with the airfield and its
military history.

B
A

Rev

Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace
(SANG):
• The provision of open space for
informal recreation for use by the
existing and future local population, in
order to assist with protection of the
Special Protection Area and Special
Area of Conservation. It will also
provide pedestrian and cycle access
between the two Masterplan areas
and the village.

B181

B 1 8 1

B181

Epping
Forest
B

1
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North Weald Bassett village added

LL MJH 18/11/20

Labels removed

LL MJH 06/11/20
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Key
North Weald Airfield employment site
North Weald Bassett Masterplan Area

Scale @ A1

Date

• Accommodate c.10ha of additional
employment uses B1 (General
Business) /B2 (Industrial) and B8
(Storage & Distribution) proposed by
the draft Local Plan Allocation
• Retain and not disadvantage future
airfield expansion opportunities

MAKING
COMPLEX
EASY

North Weald
Village

1

ROAD
EPPING

to Epping

M11
Junction 7

The Strategic Masterplan will guide future development of the site — it
is not a planning application but provides a provisional layout for future
growth and development of the employment site.

H

Future Context:

Underlying the Strategic Masterplan development are a set of principles
established by the requirements of the Local Plan, landowner and
technical studies, and which will evolve from consultation discussions.
These principles are informing the provisional layout, access in to and
out of the site, addressing heritage assets, sustainability ambitions
and environmental considerations, and need for phasing and possibly
retaining existing tenants.

• Provide a mix of unit sizes for a
range of commercial uses, including
potential for airside access should it
be needed
• Providing space for start-ups through
to larger units with variety of size/type
of units
• Location for a new Air Traffic Control
Tower with fire station and retain
existing Control Tower for re-use

3

A414

existing
access

2

D

Principle 2 – Access and Movement
• Main access point to site via
M11 / A414

A

• Provide new secure access to the
airfield from Epping Road

• Create pedestrian and cycling
connections from Airfield Masterplan
Area to North Weald Bassett
Masterplan Area
• Consider a new north-south spine
road to improve general traffic in the
Village and local road network and
protect the rural character of Church
Lane
• Alternative southern link route and
new junction off Epping Road to
be considered

A

B

B

• Create a new access from the
Village to the south of the site

eW
Lan
rage
Vica

ch
Chur
lane

and the use of the airfield for heritage
and military events. It encourages
community use of the listed Control
Tower for heritage educational events.
However, it cautions against landscaping
that might increase the risk of bird
strikes to aircraft.

Existing Context:

North Weald Bassett Village
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Emerging Masterplan — Principles

M11

North Weald Airfield Grade-II listed Control Tower

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
will be actively involved in the process of
the strategic masterplan development
for North Weald Airfield, so residents’
feedback is considered at an early stage.

North Weald Bassett Neighbourhood Plan Draft Policies

Site Boundary

C

M11

• Providing broad and
overlooked green
buffers between
existing and future
development to
maintain the edge
condition enjoyed
currently

2. If received electronically it is the recipients responsibility to print to
correct scale. Only written dimensions should be used.
3. This drawing should be read in conjunction with all other relevant
drawings and specifications.

Key

M11

• Protecting and enhancing the
environment and wildlife as well as
the rural character of Church Lane

The Neighbourhood Plan also supports
new pedestrian and cycle links with the
North Weald Bassett Masterplan area

© 2019 RPS Group

Notes
1. This drawing has been prepared in accordance with the scope of RPS’s
appointment with its client and is subject to the terms and conditions of
that appointment. RPS accepts no liability for any use of this document
other than by its client and only for the purposes for which it was
prepared and provided.

M11

• Integrating with the unique character
of the area, enhancing the sense of
community and improving sustainable
transport links

The Neighbourhood Plan supports
the continued growth of the airfield
for aviation and related activities and
the provision of new buildings in the
employment area, as set out in the Local
Plan, that are of a scale and height that
does not compromise future aviation.

to Harlow

3

The development of a Strategic Masterplan for North Weald Airfield
is not seen in isolation; it is informed by its surrounding context; the
land and features nearby, what it is connected to, the wider road and
transport network. It must also take account of future and projected
plans, as for example set out in the emerging Epping Forest District
Local Plan and any other known proposals.

39

The North Weald Bassett Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was
established to support the production of a Neighbourhood Plan for
the area.

North Weald
Airfield

09

Emerging Masterplan — Principles

14

Wider Area Context

A4

North Weald Bassett Neighbourhood Plan

The Steering Group has undertaken
high-level consultation within the Plan
area to define a series of policy areas to
drive draft policies relating to the village
and airfield, including:

North Weald
Airfield

04

M11

03

B1

North Weald
Airfield

existing
access

C
New secure
access to the
airfield from
Epping Road

Epping Rd

Key
Development Parcels
New Road N-S of the site

Alternative route
New Road Junction

Existing Highways

Landscape Buffer

Principles informing the Strategic Masterplan

Principle 4 – Heritage

• Not impede existing airfield
operations and safety regulations
• Introduce ancillary uses (complementary
uses which support employment or
are associated with the airfield, such
as a cafe and airfield museum)
• Provide opportunities for existing
tenants to relocate (if required)
• HMRC facilities operational till
December 2022 and potentially to 2025
• Locate space for events

• Consider opportunities to promote
the military history of the airfield
• Protect key heritage assets and their
settings
• Retention and re-use of existing
Grade II listed Control Tower and
provision of new control tower

Principle 5 – Environment
& Sustainability

C

Retain View
16m height restriction zone
Access to the site

Examples of potential uses on site

4

Principle 3 – Operations

5
• Provide a 15-20m green buffer
between the development and the
existing village
• Protect key environmental features
and views
• Promote walking and cycling
• Connect to the future residential
masterplan area
• Respond to findings of environmental
studies and surveys
• Provide a highly sustainable
development

rpsgroup.co

The below images provide an indication
of potential unit types which could be
proposed on the employment site in
future planning applications.

Small units - 0,25 - 2,800 m2

6
Principle 6 – A Phased Development
• A phased development to manage
growth
• Provide the opportunity for relocation
of existing tenants within Masterplan
• Flexibility if the HMRC Inland Border
facility stays till 2025
• Respond to change
• Suggested Phasing for development:
• Phase A - 1st stage with North-South
spine road
• Phase B - 2nd stage of development
• Phase C - 3rd stage of development
due to existing occupiers potential
for relocation to Phase A or B
• Phase D - Complimentary uses
developed at any stage

Harrods Fixed Base Operator, Luton Airport

Mid units - 2,800 - 6,500 m2

Rolls Royce Heritage Hangar,
East Midlands Airport

Large Units - 6,500-23,000 m2

84
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North Weald
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North Weald
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Emerging Strategic Masterplan — Draft
The emerging plan has been developed
taking all considerations and principles
into account. It is used here for illustrative
purposes to show how the masterplan
could be shaped. Ultimately what will be
carried forward in the Strategic Masterplan
is a set of parameter plans to guide future
development that set out the uses, quantum
of development, block layout, scale and
massing, access and movement, street
widths, public realm open spaces, landscape
character, tree planting, views and vistas,
protected buildings and settings.
We would like to understand what people
like about the emerging strategy, and any
considerations, suggestions or questions.

Next Steps & Staying Involved
Below are some ways that you can give us your feedback:

Building yards and
access points kept away
from sensitive borders,
avoiding noise and
impacts on visual amenity

ONLINE

Gateway Building
Potential new junction
off Merlin Way

A set back from the runway
creates an undefined space that
could be used for activities such
as the market or military events

Retention of listed
Control Tower for
alternative use within
landscaped setting
Provision of a new Air
Traffic Control Tower

Existing access
off Merlin Way
retained

M11

Generous open space
between buildings for
landscape, communal
spaces, outdoor functions and
protection of the settings and
views of listed buildings

Incorporating segregated
cycle and footways
A new north-south ‘spine
road’ proposed through the
site, with main access from
the north of the site to Merlin
Way/onto the A414

Landscaping within
the site and on sensitive
boundaries to provide
buffers and screening

Key
Building line and
heights stepping up
away from the runway

North Weald Airfield employment site
Access to the site
A new dedicated secure
access point to the active
side of the airfield

Jobs and Economic Benefits

Heritage and Environment

• Jobs for local people and indirect jobs
for a number of linked businesses.
Opportunity to deliver employment
space for entrepreneurial businesses
and reflecting the more modern
digital economy.

• Retention and protection of heritage
and environmental assets.
• Highly sustainable development which
will incorporate the highest standards
for construction, energy, waste,
drainage management etc.

• The commercial offer at the airfield
will be boosted; it becomes selfsufficient and its long-term future
is realised.

EMAIL

Retention of existing War
Memorial and Debt of Honour

Epping Rd

Optional new road
junction onto B181

New access to the
B181 (Epping Road)
creating a direct link
to the Village utilising
current road junction

• Improvements to the airfield including
access and a new Air Traffic Control
Tower, with no impediment to existing
airfield operations

• Provision of ancillary and
complementary uses which support
employment or are associated with
the airfield, such as a café, airfield
museum or a hotel

• Potential for expansion of aviation uses
to the west of main runway (outside of
the strategic masterplan area)

You can also download and print a feedback form from our website
nwairfieldconsultation.co.uk and drop it off at the Thornwood Common
Parish Hall letterbox at: Weald Hall Lane, Thornwood, Essex, CM16 6NB.

Nov
2020
Other Public Uses

If you have questions or would rather speak with someone please call
the Soundings North Weal Airfield Team on: 020 7729 0770

POST

Nov
2020

Airfield Uses

If you have any further questions or ideas you would like to share,
please contact us at: northwealdairfield@soundingsoffice.com

TELEPHONE

Smaller scale
units adjacent to
Control Tower

Potential airside
access for units

By completing the feedback form online: click here or go to
nwairfieldconsultation.co.uk

Protecting the
rural character of
Church Lane

Opportunity to relocate North
Weald Airfield Museum and other
complimentary uses in northern area

Space between proposed buildings
and runway to protect ongoing and
future use of airfield

Approximately 100,000m2 of
redeveloped and new floorspace,
comprising a mix of industrial and
warehouse uses. Unit sizes ranging
from1,356 m2 - 18,580 m2

Provisional layout to be included in the emerging Strategic
Masterplan for the North Weald Airfield employment site
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Desired Outcomes

Jan
2021

Key stakeholder
group meetings

One-to-one Zoom dropin sessions during public
exhibition

Developing masterplan
in response to community
feedback

Nov
2020

We are
here

March
2021

Deliver flyer locally to
inform of engagement

Digital exhibition
sharing emerging
Strategic Masterplan

Cabinet approval of
Strategic Masterplan for
statutory consultation

Timeline of upcoming community engagement on the Strategic Masterplan

